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Rapp talks world justice
U.S. Ambassador shares struggles, triumphs as
prosecutor for international criminal tribunals
By Bernadette Smith
and Sara Johnson
United States Ambassador-at-large
Stephen J. Rapp offered an exclusive
glimpse into the proceedings of the
international courts. Rapp leads the State
Department of War Crimes Issues and
has served as prosecutor for the major
International Criminal Tribunals of
Rwanda and Sierra Leone. A luncheon
held in Rapp's honor allowed graduate
students in the Peace and Justice
Studies program, along with other USD
community members, to ask questions
about world political issues. Over 30
sat around the semi-circular tables in
the IPJ Manchester Board Room while
Rapp gave a firsthand account of several
heated international issues.
Rapp said he is currently working
to develop a commission of inquiry for

the injustices of the Burma-Myanmar
ethnic wars and violence that started
in 1988, and continue to the present.
Rapp said the commission would serve
as a deterrent for future violence,
which would be an important political
statement even if the inquiry did not go
to the International Criminal Court.
The height of the discussion
surrounded a question about why the
U.S. has refused to join the ICC. Rapp
explained a series of issues causing the
state department's hesitancy.
The history of our nation, according
to Rapp, is one of an anti-treaty attitude,
partly from our violent separation from
the mother country 300 years ago and
partly because of the required two-thirds
vote from Congress to ratify a treaty.
After the extensive prosecution during
the Yugoslavia Criminal Tribunal,
established in 1993, U.S. officials
developed a fear of domestic and
military prosecution. In a book that came
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U.S. Ambassador Stephen J. Rapp.

out following the tribunal, the head
prosecutor expressed her regrets about
not prosecuting an American. Rapp
disagreed with this sentiment, saying it
didn't make logical sense, especially as
an after-the-fact commentary.
"Why would you feel the need to

See RAPP, Page 2

Advertising kiosks
to augment fliers
By Nazin Sedehi

Natalie Kunstadter/The Vista

Brothers and Sisters United at USD have hosted a series of events on campus in honor of
Black History Month, including discussions, film screenings and live performances.

February offers time
to celebrate diversity
By Rafael Crescencio
and Bernadette Smith
Black History Month has been a time to recall the events of a nation's
history and to honor the contributions of past and present civic heroes. Brothers
and Sisters United at USD are leading the efforts, presenting a diversified panel
of events for the campus community throughout February.
USD English professor and co-director of the Center for Inclusion and
Diversity, Dr. Carlton Floyd, demonstrated his recognition and appreciation
toward the celebratory month, saying that one day, he wants to see a world where
black history is taught, understood and examined as a component of everyday
life. "I think an educated person should be trained to look at the diversity that
exists in the world in its fullest," he said, "and an education institution should
seek that."
Floyd explained that Black History Month is a celebration of not only
the individuals that contributed to the black community, but also what those
contributions did for a group of people who shared a common vision. "Black
History Month, for me," he said, "is to understand my place among others among those who paved the road for me to be a professor and to be sitting in
my own office today."
BSU helped to plan and organize a majority of USD's Black History Month
events. The Torero Program Board kicked off the month's celebrations by
hosting a free movie screening of Tyler Perry's "For Colored Girls" on Feb. 4.
BSU held an informal Black History Month gathering, complete with free Fiji
yogurt, outside of the SLP on Feb. 8 to hand out fliers about upcoming events.
The BSU Tribute Dinner, held Feb. 16 in the UC Forums, was an event
to educate the USD community about a historically significant black figure.
The dinner was in honor of the late Shirley Chisholm, the first black female
elected to Congress and, in 1972, the first major-party black candidate to run
for president.
"In my experience, Black History Month is a time to really examine the
lives of certain black people that have made advances and sacrifices in order
for black people to be where they are today," said junior Al-Rilwan Adeyemi,
member of USD's black community and cornerback for the Torero football team.
"The month is a way to promote diversity and to celebrate the achievements of
the black community."
The C1D hosted a Black Love Discussion on Valentine's Day, which
focused on the ways black romance and relationships are featured in mainstream
American media. Participants also considered the ways in which black actors
are shown in movies, and how this sheds light on the topic of interracial love.
"Black History Month represents a time on the USD campus when black
students have the opportunity to help share the history of their culture," said
senior Jordan Cooper, president of USD's Brothers and Sisters United. "It also
is a month where there are more opportunities on campus to learn about black
history and celebrate black accomplishments."
Cooper said she wishes the black community on campus was larger, but

See BLACK, Page 2

The unique USD tradition of
posting fliers on sidewalks is being
called into question. While some
students consider this method of
advertising to be part of the USD
culture, it has become costly and
inconvenient for students and
administrators alike. Sidewalk fliers
are a way that many students find out
about upcoming events, but AS has
said that perhaps causing sidewalk
roadblocks by craning necks to view
fliers is not the most efficient form
of communication.
"The current posting policy is
prohibitive for students," said Avery
Durnan, senior and Associated
Students communications chair.
"First, it has to be an event, and
if the fliers get wet, then they are
pulled up. It would be nice to have
a more permanent solution or forum
where students can post fliers."
Durnan brought the idea for
building kiosks around campus to
the administration last fall. She was
inspired by the kiosks on the UCSD

campus and thought that something
similar would benefit USD. Senior
Kelsey Chase, AS president, agreed
with Avery's proposal.
"Marketing is a big deal and
the kiosks would enhance student
life," Chase said. "It would be like
a Craigslist for selling things or
looking for roommates. You could
pretty much get any information that
you want from it."
Junior Michaei Levine, AS
senator and member of the Student
Life Committee, said that the idea
for kiosks was not implemented in
previous years because there was
not a purpose for them until recently.
"There really hasn't been a need for
them," Levine said, "but now we're
a bigger school with more students
and more organizations. Having
kiosks on campus makes it easier
to advertise and to find out about
events. It's easier to look on a kiosk
than to look on the ground."
Although the original design of
the Student Life Pavilion included a
kiosk-like structure, it was omitted

See KIOSK, Page 2

Budget cuts threaten higher ed funding
By Brittany Ramchandani
As Congress works to prepare
the national budget for the 2012 fiscal
year, there is much debate about
funding for higher education. House
Republicans have proposed to aid
deficit alleviation by cutting funding
for Pell Grants.
Senator Claiborne Pell helped
establish the Basic Educational
Opportunity Grants in 1972, which
were renamed Pell Grants in 1980
due to their widespread success.
Sponsored by the United States
Department of Education, Pell Grants
are federal awards that do not require
repayment and are distributed through
the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid.
The Department of Education's
web
page
breaks
down
the
qualifications for recipients, including
financial
need, cost of school
attendance, enrollment status and
duration of enrollment. The maximum
funding per student is $5,500 for the
2010-2011 school year. The proposed
budget plans for 2012 have many
students apprehensive, because talk

of cuts could potentially limit funding
to $4,705 per student, a decrease of
$875.
These budget cuts come at a
painful cost for students. Because of
an increase in the number of students
applying for aid in recent years,
the Pell Grant Program will reach a
shortfall of $20 billion by 2012.
For USD students who receive
Pell Grants, this reduction in funding
would equate to a loss of nearly
$800,000 and affect about 935
students. According to Judy LewisLogue, director of financial aid, a total
of 1,011 USD students receive money
from Pell Grants.
In an effort to reach an agreement
between both parties of the House,
President Barack Obama has issued
the Pell Grant Protection Plan. Stephen
Burd and Jason Delisle, authors of
an article on the Higher Education
Watch blog, have broken down what
Obama's plan has to offer. Obama
suggests ending the year-round policy
that allows students to collect Pell
Grant funding twice in one award
year. The plan would also terminate
the "in-school interest subsidy" for
graduate and professional students,
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Sci-Mix promotes student research

The indie or the egg?

Spring preening

Shiley Center for Science and Technol
ogy will house a research expose for
professors on March 22.
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which would end the option to delay
interest payoffs until post-graduation.
The combined savings from both parts
of Obama's plan total $16.7 billion in
the next five years, and $33.5 billion
in the next 10 years.
According to Inside Higher
Education, the 2012 budget struggle
in Congress could potentially lead
to a government shutdown sometime
between now and March 4 if Obama
does not sign in new legislation.
California is facing its own
budget emergency,and, like the House
proposals for federal higher education
grant cuts, officials are considering
cuts within the Cal Grant funding
program. The California Student Aid
Commission supplies the awards
for Cal Grants, allowing varying
levels of funding for California
resident students. There are currently
524 students at USD who receive
Cal Grants to help pay for tuition.
Private university students, such as
those who attend USD, are eligible
to receive $9,708 toward the cost of
tuition. California State University
students are eligible for $3,354, and

See PELL, Page 3

The Vista has the scoop on spring trends
for your closet, your home and your spring
break destination.
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second
largest
book
retail
er in the country is closing 200 su
perstores as part of a Chapter 11
bankruptcy.
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Pictured above is the design plan tor po
tential student advertising kiosks that
would replace sidewalk advertising fliers.
The plan is proposed by Avery Durnan,
AS communications chair, and Dr. Cynthia
Avery, assistant vice president for student
affairs.

The alternative group Radiohead an
nounced their new album only one week
before it became available for download
on Feb. 18.
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Men's basketball reigns supreme
The Torero baketball team upset num
ber No. 23 St. Mary's on national televi
sion on Feb. 16.
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Rapp gives a lesson in international accountability
RAPP, continued from Front Page

say that your job as a prosecutor is to
prosecute each side?" Rapp said. "No,
you go for those that are committing
grave and intentional acts which target
civilians."
Rapp said that fear of prosecution
fuels reluctance among congressmen.
"There is this concern that if we were
in the ICC, we could be in a situation
[against] a warlord that killed 20,000
people," he said. "In the case of a
siege we had to stop, and maybe 20
people were killed, a prosecutor would
say, 'Well prosecute the warlord, but
we'll prosecute the major who made
the mistake that killed 20 people.' It's
that worry that continues to concern
American politicians."
Since 2001, Rapp has secured the
first-ever international convictions for
sexual slavery and forced marriages
as crimes against humanity and the
use of child soldiers as violation of
international humanitarian law. But
Rapp was not always an international
justice figurehead.' He gained notoriety
as the U.S. Attorney for the Northern
District of Iowa from 1993 to 2001,
before
joining the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.
Rapp said that he is often asked
how he made the switch from Iowa
issues to the international circuit, and

several luncheon attendees chuckled
at his response. "Well, I sent in an
application," he said.
For students who wish to follow
Rapp's career path, he recommends
getting an internship for practical
experience. While getting hired by the
ICC is more difficult for U.S. citizens
because the U.S. has refrained from
ICC membership, internships are still
available. The tribunals also appreciate
a wide range of legal skills, from the
district to the international levels.
Rapp stressed the importance

of international accountability and
restorative justice. He said that he
knows the victories in the tribunals are
only a small step toward repairing, in
some cases, millions of lives that have
been affected by atrocious crimes. Yet
the value and peace of mind it can offer
to some victims is the most valuable
outcome. "To some extent, justice is
never complete," he said. "Justice is
about those cases that you can make
known so that the story is told."
Following the graduate luncheon,
the ambassador spoke in the 1PJ

Theatre as a guest of the Joan B.
Kroc Distinguished Lecture Series.
Rapp spoke about his experience with
the Nuremberg trials and how they
played a significant role in forming the
international judicial system.
On the 65th anniversary of the
trials, Rapp was designated to represent
the U.S., and traveled to Nuremberg to
meet with representatives from Russia,
the United Kingdom and France, all
major players in the prosecution of
the leaders of Nazi Germany. Upon
arriving in Germany, Rapp was

reminded of the impact that the trials
had in setting a precedent for the
international courts that would develop
later.
Documents
from
Holocaust
concentration camps were enough
to convict Nazi leaders of crimes
against humanity, but the international
community recognized that no true
justice could be brought for the victims
of these heinous crimes.
Following Nuremberg, the global
arena had a new hope for criminal
justice at an international level, and
an International Criminal Tribunal
was formed to address Yugoslavia's
detention camps and crimes against
humanity. The trial for Rwanda soon
followed and proved that the common
theme of criminal tribunals was slow
progress and small results. But the
trials still held significance for the
victims of the crimes, who could
finally take solace in knowing that their
persecutors were brought to justice.
Rapp expressed his personal
beliefs regarding the international
justice system, explaining that there
can be discrepancies in the definition
of justice between a nation's leaders
and its people. Rapp said that
sometimes justice isn't a possibility
at the domestic level and, in those
cases, the international courts can be
there to hold leaders and institutions
accountable.

New option for student ad posting will feature kiosks
KIOSK, continued from Front Page
from the final building plans.
Duman has been working with Dr.
Cynthia Avery, assistant vice president
for student affairs, since the beginning
of last semester to develop a plan for
the kiosks. Although their plan has been
approved, there are still a few steps before
the building process can begin. The team
is searching for vendors, funding options
and possible designs for the kiosks.
"USD holds the presentation of its
campus to such a high standard," Chase
said, "and these kiosks are going to be in
public places where a lot of people are
going to see them. The design has to be
one that the university is going to find

consistent with the Spanish Renaissance
architectural style."
The kiosks cost several thousand
dollars each, and AS lacks the funds to
pay for the project entirely. "Now that the
kiosks are already approved, it's about
finding the funding," Duman said. "I
think that more students showing support
for this project will help our cause. It's
become a university decision at this point.
AS has pushed the idea as far as it can."
At last week's AS meeting,
sophomore Briana Bernath coincidentally
presented a similar idea to the kiosk
model that Duman and Avery were
developing. Bernath was inspired by the
English telephone booths that she saw
during her intersession study abroad
trip. Upon returning to the United States,

she conducted an experiment in her
residence hall to examine the lowest and
highest heights at which students could
comfortably read. Bernath enlisted the
help of senior engineering major Patrick
Castagna, and developed a proposal
based on her results. She suggested
hiring students for the construction and
design, which would be a cost-cutting
alternative to hiring outside vendors for
the kiosks.
"Including resources on campus
helps to cover the cost of the design,"
Bernath said. "Use of already existing
resources will help students and is highly
appropriate, considering that this project
is for students."
Bemath has since joined Durnan
and Avery on the kiosk initiative team.

Several trial kiosks will be installed even thought to look for. While I may not
on campus before a final design is check the kiosk for something, flyer X on
selected. Duman said she does not have a the ground may catch my attention and
preference for the final appearance of the I may attend something 1 wasn't aware
kiosks, but rather is focusing on getting of before. I believe that kiosks should
not replace fliers, but instead would be a
them installed.
useful addition."
"I'm excited to see what the final
At present, the kiosks would
design is going to be," Durnan said,
"because I'm really just glad that the idea supplement sidewalk fliers as opposed
to replacing them outright. Looking to
is moving along."
The question remains whether the future, AS alluded to the possibility
construction of the kiosks will drive that one day, advertising at USD may nix
sidewalk postings to extinction. "I think paper fliers entirely.
"It would be great to cut down
that the kiosks could be useful for people
who are looking for something to do, the overall usage of paper, to move
but the fliers on the ground will serve a away from paper and make advertising
different purpose* said senior Michelle "electronic," Duman said. "We would be
taking the sustainability initiative to the
Kantor, AS senator. "For me, fliers are a
next level."
way to hear about events I wouldn't have

King of the
corn industry

By Bernadette Smith
The documentary "King Corn" is a
testament to the power of what freshly
unemployed college graduates can
achieve. Having discovered that the
majority of their diets are com-based, two
Yale alums endeavored to find out why
and how they consumed so much com.
The 2007 film relates the experiences of
Ian Cheney and Earl Butz as they decide
to plot an acre of com in the farmlands
of Iowa and follow their com produce
through the American food processing
system. What the two discover is as
disturbing as it is enlightening.
After arriving in rural Iowa, Cheney
and Butz lease a plot of land from a
local farmer and begin to prepare for
the planting season. They purchase
seeds, learn about the complexities of
the United States farmer program and
spray their land with a chemical agent
for planting. An enormous tractor allows
Cheney and Butz to spray 150 lbs. of
anhydrous ammonia into their field,
which is necessary for the high density
of com they will be growing.
They plow their land and plant
31,000 seeds and com kernels in a total
of 18 minutes. A farming expert explains
that the com has been genetically
modified to grow in extremely close
quarters, allowing farmers to produce
more com per acre. The corn grown
from these kernels is not edible because,
as Cheney and Butz note, "It tastes like
sawdust." The genetic modification and
close-quarters growing has removed the
sweet taste of the com and the product is
intended solely for food processing. The
expert notes that five tons of food can be
produced from a single acre of land, a
staggeringly high product yield.
Before Cheney and Butz can harvest
their crop, they begin to investigate how

the corn will be processed. The duo tried
to contact a corn-processing factory
to secure an on-site tour or a video
interview, but the company reps declined
their requests in the interest of "safety."
Whether it was safety in the interest of
factory liability or safety in the interest
of saving face, the reps did not specify.
The main outcome of com
processing is high-fructose corn syrup.
The film notes that there is much health
controversy surrounding this additive
sweetener because of its link to obesity
and diabetes. High-fructose com syrup
is used in a wide variety of processed
foods, from iced tea to Raisin Bran.
"King Corn" explains that in a typical
McDonald's meal, the soda contains
high-fructose corn syrup, the fries are
cooked, in com oil and the patty is made
of corn-fed beef.
Cheney and Butz spend a significant
amount of time exploring the origins of
corn-fed beef. They find that a portion of
America's corn crop goes to producing
a mass amount of cattle feed, yet cattle
are not equipped to properly digest a
constant diet of corn. Cattle develop
acidosis and ulcers in their stomachs
from eating corn, and to prevent eventual
death, farmers feed them antibiotics. As
a result, the slabs of beef in the grocery
store labelled "corn-fed," which you
might think means "well-fed," is in fact
synonymous with "antibiotic-fed" and
"poorly-treated."
In order to speed up the production
of beef and decrease overall costs, cattle
destined to become burgers have a very
unpleasant and short life span. They are
shipped off to feedlots at an early age
where they are confined to tight quarters
and fed com. The combination of no
movement and constant eating quickly
fattens up the cows so that they can be
sold for a lower market price at an earlier
age. Because the cows are stagnant most
of their lives, they build up levels of
saturated fat that are significantly higher
than free-range beef. Cattle that are free
to roam and graze in the fields mature
more slowly, but they build up lean
muscle with lower amounts of saturated
fat.
The lesson? Be wary of labels
that read corn-fed beef, because the
associations that it's natural are almost
criminally misleading.

Urszula Milewicz/The Vista

Students attend the Centerfor Inclusion and Diversity's Sweet Celebrations in honor of Black History Month, in UC 225 on Feb. 11.

Diversity enriches Black History Month
BLACK, continued from Front Page

Cooper
wishes
the
black
community on campus was larger, but
she also recognizes the efforts USD
is making for more diverse inclusion.
"I feel that it is sad," she said, "but I
can see that actions are being taken
in order to change the lack of racial
diversity we have at USD since I
started here in 2007."
One example, Cooper said,
is the establishment of the Black
Student Recruitment and Retention
Committee under the Office of
Student Affairs, which works toward
attracting a diverse range of students
to meet their needs. The Office of
Undergraduate Admissions hosts an
overnight program called ME@USD,
which invites seniors in high school
who have been admitted to USD
to explore campus life. Since the
program's inception in the spring of
2009, it has expanded from a single
event to two overnights every spring.
"ME@USD displays
USD's
commitment to increasing diversity
on all levels," said Joseph Davidson,
assistant director of multicultural
recruitment. "The program has had
about a 45 percent yield rate, which
means almost half of the students who
participate in this program end up
enrolling here. With that being said,
ME@USD has played a significant
role in literally increasing diversity
on campus. It has also provided a way

for the USD community to actually
get involved in increasing diversity."
The CID held their very first
Sweet Celebrations in Suite 225
on Feb. II, in honor of Black
History Month to address issues of
diversity. Floyd explained that the
event has expanded to become a
more permanent and comprehensive
discussion of campus issues.
"The first celebration was held
on Friday, Feb. 11, and the second
celebration occurred this past Friday,
Feb. 18," Floyd said. "We will
continue it for as long as we can
sustain it financially.
There is no
particular topic chosen for discussion,
it is just a way to relax and get to
know people one might not know or
generally interact with on campus."
According to the official White
House blog, President Barack Obama
declared on Feb. 1 that Black History
Month recognizes the achievements
of blacks and their essential roles in
shaping history.
"This month," the blog reported,
"Americans
from
around
the
country will celebrate the creativity,
determination and contributions that
African-Americans have made to our
Nation's identity and culture."
From its inception, Black History
Month is intended to honor the
struggles and triumphs of millions of
black Americans who faced difficult
obstacles. The month is also a chance
for black leaders who contributed to
American cultural and political life to

receive recognition.
Inspired by scholar and historian
Carter G. Woodson, Black History
Month first began as Negro History
Week in 1926. Woodson designated
the second week of February for
the
commemorative
celebration,
as it coincided with the birthdays
of President Abraham Lincoln and
the abolitionist Frederick Douglass.
Douglass was an influential figure
during the Civil War, speaking out
as an orator, writer, social reformer
and political leader. He is still known
for the famous quote, "If there is no
struggle, there is no progress."
Black
History
Week
was
extended to a month-long event in
1976, during the bicentennial of the
nation. President Gerald R. Ford urged
Americans to seize the opportunity
to honor the achievements of black
Americans in all areas of expertise
throughout American history.
BSU will sponsor two more
events in February, a talk featuring
Dick Gregory and "An Evening of
Poetry with Collective Purpose and
Friends." Gregory, a renowned civil
rights leader, human activist, author,
comedian and entertainer, will come
to campus to speak in the IPJ Theatre
on Wednesday, Feb. 23, at 7 p.m.
Collective Purpose, a group of local
performance artists, will present their
talents in the UC Exhibit Hall on
Friday, Feb. 25, from 6:30 p.m. to 8
p.m.
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"A ship is safe in harbor, but that's not what ships are for.
- WILLIAM SHEDD

Grants under
fire from
budget cuts

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
February 14 - February 20

February 14, 2011

February 17,2011

Location: SHILEY SCIENCE AND TECH. CENTER

Location: PUBLIC SAFETY

At 12:30 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a petty theft. Upon

At 9:36 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of disorderly

investigation, it was determined that an unknown male subject approached

conduct. Upon investigation, it was determined that a student was

a female student and solicited her for money for magazine subscriptions.

allegedly verbally abusive towards multiple USD faculty and staff

The subject identified himself and claimed he was a USD student, however,

members. The student was referred to the Office of Student Affairs.

there are no students registered with his name. The female student gave
the subject $600. The student later realized that the subject gave false

PELL, continued from Front Page
UC students are eligible for $7,788.
The rate at which funding will
be cut for the Cal Grant Program is
largely dependent upon Governor
Jerry Brown's initiatives for the
June ballot. If the initiatives are
rejected, there are four criteria that
would determine student eligibility
for a Cal Grant: increase minimum
GPA for Cal Grant B entitlement
winners from 2.0 to 2.5; require an
annual reassessment of financial
need for Cal Grant winners; restrict
Cal Grant competitive new awards
to community colleges; and limit Cal
Grants going to for-profit institutions
to $1,551.
The summer 2010 issue of USD
Magazine chronicles two students,
senior Michael Mireles and 2010
graduate Mya Keaton, as they
ventured to Sacramento last March
in an effort to express their hopes for
Cal Grant funding to be continued.
On March 9, USD students will
accompany Thomas Cleary, USD
senior director of community and
government relations, to Sacramento
for a Cal Grant Lobby Day, to meet
with state legislators.
FAFSA applications are due
by March 2 and can be filed
at
fafsa.ed.gov. Students who receive
financial aid and wish to see a
continuation of their funding are
encouraged to contact California state
legislators and U.S. Congressional
representatives
to
voice
their
concerns.

February 20, 2011

information and reported the incident to Public Safety.

Location: MISSIONS PARKING STRUCTURE

February 16, 2011

back of a vehicle with the hatch door open, and another individual

Location: MANCHESTER VILLAGE

lying down in the back of said vehicle. Upon investigation, the

At 11:35 p.m. Public Safety responded to a fire alarm. Upon investigation,

subjects were identified as USD students and it was determined

the fire alarm had activated while a student was ironing a shirt. There was

that they had been drinking. Two of the students were voluntarily

no sign of smoke or fire in the area and no damage occurred.

transported to Detox, while the other two were determined to be

At 1:08 a.m. Public Safety observed three subjects standing at the

able to care for themselves.vandalism. Upon investigation, it was

February 17, 2011

determined that a student kicked and broke a windowpane in the

Location: WARREN HALL

door to a residence hall.

At 11:20 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a verbal disturbance.
Upon investigation, it was determined that a non-USD community member
was creating a disturbance in Warren Hall. The individual refused to identify
himself. He was escorted off campus and given a verbal No Trespass
Order. A photograph of this individual can be found at sandiego.edu/safety/
crimealerts.php.

3

February 20', 2011
Location: CAMINO HALL
At 3:11 am. Public Safety responded to a report of vandalism.
Upon investigation, it was determined that a window in the Camino
Hall southeast stairwell was broken and three male subjects were
seen fleeing the area. Public Safety found three male subjects,

February 17, 2011

matching the description, outside of Copley Library. They were

Location: SAN LUIS HALL

identified as non-students, and during the intei action, it was

At 1:29 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a verbal altercation.

determined that one of the subjects was intoxicated. SDPD was

Upon investigation, it was determined that two students were engaged in

notified and the subject was arrested for public intoxication. The

a verbal argument when one of the students punched the other student on

case remains under investigation. Anyone having information

the left side of his head.

regarding this case, please contact Public Safety at 619-260-7777.

Professors "Mix" it up at research presentation
By Urszula Milewicz
Faculty in the science departments
are getting ready to strut their stuff at
the semi-annual Sci-Mix. The event
provides information about current

science research programs that USD
faculty and undergraduate students are
conducting.
"Students can learn about the
various opportunities for undergraduate
research in the sciences," Dr. Debbie
Tahmassebi, professor and department
chair of chemistry and biochemistry
said, "and learn about the scholarship
interests of the science faculty," .
The goal of Sci-Mix is to allow
students who are interested in
undergraduate research to explore
what projects faculty are working on
in the laboratories.
The event is sponsored by
the Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry and, last semester over
60 students and faculty members
attended. "Each faculty member in
the science field is invited to present
a poster that describes their current
research program and opportunities
for students to become involved,"
Tahmassebi said.
Shannen Cravens, president of the
chemistry club, started doing research
as a freshman, and since then has been
published in a peer-reviewed scientific
journal. "Students should come see it
for themselves and take the initiative
to get involved early," Cravens said.
"Tfyere really is no reason to push off
research experience until sophomore
or junior year."
She explained that the SciMix is a unique way for students
to speak directly with faculty and
fellow students who are conducting
research to get a better sense of what
it is like to work in a lab. Cravens is
currently working with Dr. Tammy
Dwyer, professor of chemistry and
biochemistry, and has been helping to
present her research for the past three
years.
"I have enjoyed the opportunity
to speak to students about the work
I have done," Cravens said. "It has
been rewarding, has given me an
opportunity to practice speaking about
my research to a younger audience
and has instilled a sense of pride in me
about the work I do."

Photo Courtesy of Tammy Dwyer

Dr. Tammy Dwyer, professor of chemistry and biochemistry, explains a poster presentation of her research to students at the fall semester Sci-Mix held in the Shi ley Center for Science
andTechnology atrium.

The most rewarding experience,
she explained, came when three
students she spoke to at the fall SciMix joined her lab for the spring
semester.
Dr. James Bolender, professor of
chemistry and director of the honors
program, will be a presenter at the
spring Sci-Mix. He uses the event as an
opportunity to meet students and to see
what kinds of projects his colleagues
are leading.
"It is great for students to see
what they can actually accomplish
in a semester or two," Bolender said.
"Doing research teaches students that
things in the lab do not necessarily
work all the time, but research is great
training for anything after USD - job,
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grad school or health sciences, for
example."
During past Sci-Mix events,
Bolender has discussed his projects
with a wide range of students, some
of whom eventually joined Bolender's
research team.
"Students get to see the diversity of
projects and think of the material they
cover in their classes in a completely
different way," Bolender said.
The one addition he would like to
see at the Sci-Mix has nothing to do
with actual research. "I want a bigname band as an opener," he said.
"Say, Dave Matthews or Green Day."
USD's Sci-Mix is modeled after
the American Chemical Society's
national meetings, which include
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a sampling of poster presentations
from various chemistry fields such
as physical, organic, analytical and
inorganic chemistry. The ACS selects
posters that have the potential to be
interesting to a broad audience. At a
special Sci-Mix session, conference
attendees have the opportunity to meet
and greet with colleagues in various
disciplines about their scholarly work.
"Our Sci-Mix provides students
with the opportunity to learn about
faculty research in all of the various
science disciplines at the same event,"
Tahmassebi said.
For many students, especially
chemistry and biochemistry majors,
research is a graduation requirement.
Mark Pelka, a junior majoring in
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biology, attended both the fall and
spring Sci-Mixes during his sophomore
year.
"Sci-Mix was a fun, informal way
to meet faculty members and discuss
their areas of research to find out what
they are interested in," Pelka said.
He is currently working with
Dr. Terry Bird, assistant professor of
biology, studying the genes involved
in the signaling process that leads
to encystment in the bacterium, R.
centenum.
Students and faculty from all
disciplines are welcome to attend the
upcoming spring Sci-Mix on Tuesday,
March 22, from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
in the Shiley Center for Science and
Technology atrium.
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UFC CEO Lorenzo Fertitta shares business insights
By Annie Ferreira
Lorenzo Fertitta, entrepreneur
and CEO of Ultimate Fighting
Champ-ionship, is among many
prominent businessmen who boast
a BBA from USD. Thursday, Feb.
17, at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for
Peace and Justice, Fertitta shared his
success story and business insight
with a group of USD students who
had the opportunity to hear about his
life, education, challenges and unique
business approach.
The event attracted a packed
room and an overflow crowd of at
least 200.
Michael Dean, a marketing
major, left with a new outlook on
entrepreneurialism and an esteemed
interest in UFC. "Lorenzo Fertitta
opened my eyes to the background of
the UFC," Dean said, "I was inspired
by how he combined his passion for
fighting with his business knowledge
to create such a successful empire.
I definitely left with a newfound
appreciation for the UFC, and I was
impressed by Fertitta's achievements."
The room was filled
with
enthusiasm as Fertitta recalled his days
as a USD undergraduate student with
adoration. "At USD," Fertitta said,
"I learned the groundwork of
marketing and product strategy.
I learned finance,
and I gained
knowledge on the basic foundation of
business and entrepreneurialism."
The crowd lit up when Fertitta
reminisced about his days as a USD
undergraduate SBA student and
football player. He displayed an
extreme passion for learning the
operational aspects of business as a
student, explaining how he would
drive home every weekend to work for
his family business. Fertitta's father,
Frank Fertitta Jr., owned the Station
Casinos, an empire in Las Vegas. As
owners of 19 casino properties, the
Fertitta family was a key player in the
casino industry in Las Vegas.
Fertitta gained a valuable work
ethic, played a fundamental role in his
future success. He wanted to gain as
much knowledge and experience as
possible, to stand out in the large pool
of graduate school applicants. With
his focus concentrated on finance and
marketing, Fertitta earned a bachelor's
degree in business administration
from USD, and a master's of business

Phoebe Gurrola/The Vista

USD alum Lorenzo Fertitta, CEO of UFC, shared his plan to expand internationally during his presentationThursday, Feb. 17, at the IP J.

administration at NYU's Stern School
of Business.
Now one of Forbes 400 Richest
Americans, Fertitta talked about
transforming his vision into an empire
by shaping the UFC brand so that
it would captivate fans all over the
world. With a passion for fighting
from a young age, Fertitta took
advantage of a business opportunity
that would jumpstart his career, and
he was appointed to the Nevada State
Athletic Commission in 1997.
At the Nevada State Athletic
Commission, Fertitta saw the business
side of boxing, as well as health and
safety issues associated with the sport.
Fertitta would travel to see fights,
and described the disappointment
at the lack of a fan base and brand
image for the sport. With intelligent
business insight, Fertitta identified an
opportunity.
"I always hoped that maybe there
was a savior for boxing," he said.
"There was no brand in professional
boxing, no value, no company and
nothing to show for. There wasn't
even talk of building a business
around the sport of boxing at that
time. There is no other industry of
that magnitude where no brand exists
around the sport."

Despite
difficulties,
Fertitta
pursued the idea. "The boxing industry
did not have a viable business model,"
Fertitta said, "and the promoters were
fragmented and often times corrupt."
He saw a broken industry as an
opportunity to turn the UFC into a
worldwide craze.
After meeting a man who
introduced Fertitta to Brazilian Jiu
Jitsu and the world of mixed martial
arts, Fertitta became hooked. He
introduced mixed martial arts ,to his
brother, Frank Fertitta III, and long
time childhood friend Dana White,
who both immediately expressed
interest. The three shared a passion
for fighting and began to develop a
business plan. In 2001, Fertitta found
out that the UFC was going to be sold
and made a cold call to the owner.
Thirty days later, the Fertitta brothers
and Dana White were the proud
new owners of the UFC. Although
the three had little experience in the
mixed martial arts industry, they were
true fans, and Fertitta believes their
passion is what drove them to success.
"When building a business,"
Fertitta said, "you have to understand
the customer, and we were the
customer, so we knew how to provide
tons of value and provide the fights

that people wanted to see."
"We would sell arenas out without
even saying who's fighting," Fertitta
said, "because we are selling the UFC
brand, not the fight."
The UFC was evolving into a
brand comparable to professional
sports leagues such as the NBA, NFL,
MLB and NASCAR.
They realized that simplicity was
key to their success. "We only have
seven weight classes," Fertitta said,
"versus 17 in boxing, because that is
enough to grasp, and your customer
can only take so much. It's all about
keeping it simple."
"You have to control your
product in order to be successful," he
said. "You cannot leave certain things
to other people or it is not going to
work."
Not all entrepreneurs are capable
of maintaining a business model
like Fertitta's. There are struggles
everyday. "When you are in business,
Fertitta said, "you have to be in war, it
is a challenge that never ends."
Fertitta
explained
how
he
controls the UFC's image. "It's not
about violence," he said, "it's about
the technology and the discipline, and
the art of mixed martial arts."
Fertitta presented the UFC wheel,

and described it as the way they see
their world. Marketing the product
through free television is what starts
the cycle. It is also the backbone of
their business. Fertitta attributes a
huge amount of the UFC's success
to its visibility on public TV. They
have popular shows on both the Spike
TV and Versus networks, which
sometimes exceed the ratings of
Monday night football. In addition to
their coverage on free television, payper-view bolsters their sales.
"Everything we do goes back to
pay-per-view," he said. "This is the
driving force in our business." It is
surely the stimulating factor in the
growth of their success. Their TV
success enhances public relations and
stimulates marketing effectiveness.
Even with growing success in
the United States market, Fertitta
explained that a key proponent of their
business is moving into international
markets. "Fighting is a universal
sport, everyone understands it,"
Fertitta said. "Football doesn't work
in other countries because they don't
know the rules, only we do because
we grew up with football."
The goal is to localize the UFC as
much as possible. He recognizes that
the product must be tweaked a little
bit for each delivery. "We have offices
all over the world to understand each
individual market," Fertitta said.
"Television programming is key in
this respect."
Owning all of the rights to a
professional sport is extremely rare in
the industry, and the UFC sets itself
apart from competitors as one of the
only businesses of this magnitude
to own all of their own rights. This
enables them to maintain control of
the brand image, repurposing their
content while benefitting from the
sales of the brand.
A unique combination of factors
and a positive business outlook
has propelled the UFC forward as
a prestigious mixed martial arts
promotion company. With a handful
of reality television series, a number
one selling men's retail magazine, a
fanbase that spans over 130 countries
and hosting the top-ranked fighters
in the world, the UFC remains the
fastest growing sports organization in

history. "The UFC is about the human
will to test themselves," Fertitta
said, "and what's most important
is sportsmanship, that's what we
represent."

Finding balance in Alumnus Jason Wright shares
a hectic college life life at Mitchell International

By Lindsey Weintraub
College is supposed to be the time
of your life. But if you're like me and
you've been tempted to take a bite out
of every opportunity that comes your
way, you may realize you've got a lot
to chew. Before you know it, you've
got more to chew on then someone
playing "chubby bunny." Somehow,
what started as the heyday of parties
and fun starts to feel a lot more like
a foreshadowing of the stressful world
of work, also referred to as "the real
world."
Although 1 crave the busy
whirlwind of a full life and the
satisfaction
that
comes
with
accomplishments, I can't help but
stop to think about whether or not I
actually enjoy the stress that comes
from taking on a heavy workload. I'm
not exactly sure. I do know that I don't
want to give up anything, but what has
my life come to when "free time" is a
distant memory?
A scarier thought is, if this is what
my college life looks like, what will
my "real world" life look like? This
is the big question. While I could
see myself totally wrapped up in my
future job, maybe I want something
more than a life inside a cubicle. After
all, it is a big world out there.
Can you marry both your passion
and your work and have them both live
happily ever after? Sometimes I think
about having a job that incorporates
music. I crave music to the point that
I get withdrawals without it. Some
of my most blissful life moments
are centered around discovering and
sharing new music. I love finding songs
that stop me in my tracks and give me
the chills, and I love singing them
with an energy that seems to originate

from my soul and burst through my
lungs. But that's the problem. I love
it so much I wouldn't want to risk
tarnishing it even the slightest bit by
having to imake decisions over it, overanalyze it, calculate it or, worst of all,
associate it with stress. I wouldn't
want anything to diminish my love
affair with music. It's an affair I want
to keep for a lifetime.
I want to find the right job that
satisfies my interests and curiosities. A
job that keeps me busy enough to feel
productive, but not so busy that I can't
enjoy myself. A job that gives me the
freedom to have a life outside of work
and time to be with my family. I want
to work with a company that I can
fully stand behind, a company with a
mission that I genuinely believe in.
For now, I will continue putting
effort into everything I do, sticking
to my guns and refusing to give up
anything that 1 truly love. But the
irony of it all is that in order to keep
our passions ignited and have a
creative, spontaneous spark, we can't
occupy all of our time with work.
There has to be time to relax, to laugh,
to have careless, blissful moments,
to daydream and be inspired by the
people you love.
If you're living your life at a fastforward pace, then you may not have
time to enjoy the ride. Also, there is
no way of rewinding life. Once it's
done, it's done. Without the liberty of
an editing process, we have to make
the very most of our lives the very
first time around. Do you want it to
conclude with a big sigh of relief or do
you want to finish with a smile?
There is no mathematical equation
for happiness, nor are there always
explicit reasons for why we love the
things we do. We have to accept that
life doesn't come with step-by-step
instructions. It's unpredictable and
constantly changing. There has to
be some room for experimentation.
There's no way to plan out all of life's
moments or even all of tomorrow's
moments. What I do know is that I
don't want to miss any of them.
I challenge you to embrace the
question mark. You might as well
learn to dance with it, because it's not
going anywhere.

SBA alum went from intern to product manager
By Lindsey Weintraub
Jason
Wright
graduated
from USD's School of Business
Administration in 2009. He is now
working at a software company in San
Diego called Mitchell International.
Wright started out at Mitchell
International as an internship during
his USD experience, and was able to
get a position after graduating. He is
now in a product management role
and studying for his CPA examination.
He specializes in cloud technology,
product
management,
product
marketing, web analytics, enterprise
product strategy, and market research.
The Vista: What did you major in?
Jason Wright: Business Admin
istration with emphases in information
technology and real estate.
V: What class most impacted you?
JW: I don't think I can call out one
specific class. It is important to take
key points from each course [and]
identify how those skills and theories
are applicable in your everyday life.
I
got
the
most
relevant
information out of my ITMG courses
and real estate, because you can really
apply that knowledge in everyday life.
Now that I look back, management
courses were great sources of strategy
and concepts you constantly need to
understand and be educated on as any
type of leader.
V: What activities were you involved
with on campus?
JW: BetaTheta Pi.
V: What steps did you take to get to
the career you are at right now?
JW: I am a software product manager.
PM's are the owners of software
products that lead various teams
throughout the company to drive
vision, corporate strategy, customer
satisfaction, etc. How did I get here,
and how can you?
Focus on an area of business that
you like. Take on an internship on

campus, I worked as an analyst for Dr.
Norm Miller.
Talk to professors. I found them
to be powerful resources for job
advice and internships.
Take a summer internship. My
internship turned into a year-round
internship and into a full career
opportunity.
Take a proactive stance in any job
opportunity and make something out
of it, rather than just "doing what your
manager asks for."
V: What is the biggest challenge you
have dealt with on the job?
JW: Since I can't think of just one,
I'll summarize in a few bullet points:
•

•

•

Building
confidence
with
industry experts I work with to
trust my intuition and guidance
on projects
Ability to understand extremely
complex
processes
and
problems; making decisions and
actions based on cost/benefit/
time to market
Coming up to speed on how
much knowledge is needed
to make important decisions
quickly

V: What parts of your job(s) have you
liked? What parts have you not liked?
JW: Working for a large company,
I truly enjoy the power of numbers.
I have hundreds of people around
me that 1 can leverage as experts for
opinions, guidance, ideas and just
their ability to work as a team to drive
huge projects to market much faster
than a small company could do.
It is also ironic how the
theoretical concepts you learn in
'various business courses become
much more relevant and valuable in a
career. Many students typically don't
spend time or concentrate on the "big
picture" lessons/courses because they
introduce broad, management-type
strategic lessons that are not directly
applicable to students in classrooms.
Working for a large company
has its ups and downs. If you work

for a large company, going through
performance reviews and selfappraisal stuff has got to be one of
the most annoying things so far. The
nine-to-five isn't really a big deal, it's
actually nice knowing you can have
weekends off and scheduled trips with
paid vacation, etc.
V: Do you have any advice for current
students?
JW: Take a stab at a major, or two,
and just dive into it. Decide upon
your true dreams and goals early and
stick to them. While your goals ^iay
change, just adjust. Develop a set of
ideas and how you can make them
become reality.
How you think is everything,
always be positive about whatever you
do and experience. Think success, not
failure, there are plenty of negative
people around, show them that there
is a positive side to things and help
them get to understand it, they will
thank you for that.
Take action, lots of "talk" takes
place in college and only rarely do
people accomplish goals without
action. "Just do it" kinda thing. Never
stop learning... make sure you use
college as a training or a platform
upon which to expand the liberal arts
understanding of the greater world.
Read as much as possible and about as
many topics and subjects as possible.
Be persistent and work hard. Just
because something goes wrong or
someone says no, it doesn't mean you
give up, this just makes you sharper.
Always question ideas, statements
and theories, nothing is perfect. Learn
from your mistakes. Focus. Save your
money. Don't let distractions get in
your way. Innovate. Come up with as
many ideas as possible, but don't just
think about them, write them down or
publish them.
Don't follow the herd. Learn
that each person is different and to
communicate with as many different
types of people as possible. Be
motivated. Motivate others. Take
responsibility, allow for others to
depend on you and be honest.
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"A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees
the opportunity in every difficulty
- WINSTON CHURCHILL

Borders closing 200 locations
Bookstore struggles to compete in digital times
By Delaney Deutsch
It is no secret that the e-book market
has been changing the way people read
for the past decade. Nothing has made
this shift clearer than the announcement
that Borders Group, the second largest
bookstore chain in the United States,
is filing
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection.
In 1985, Borders opened the
first "superstore," revolutionizing the
way people bought books by bringing
thousands of books together in one
location, convenience for the consumer.
This became the model for other large
bookstores that followed the trend.
Recently, the company has suffered
management issues, large amounts of
unsustainable debt and a failure to keep
up with the digital revolution. Borders
had virtually no presence on the Internet
until 2008, which many experts believe
was far too late.
Many Borders store locations
have been completely understocked
in the past few weeks because of the
burdensome amount of debt the company
has accumulated. The company has
been unable to pay the publishing
companies for the books they have sent
to Borders, unsuccessfully requesting
that publishers accept interest-bearing
loans instead of cash payment. Borders
is expected to report about $1 billion in
liabilities in the bankruptcy process.
The company operates under these
names: Borders, Waldenbooks, Borders
Express and Borders Outlet, which have
dropped in value by $3 billion since
1998.
Borders plans to close around 200
of their 674 stores - and potentially
75 more - in order to overcome the $2
million in losses the company continues
to lose each week. Two of these
liquidations will be in San Diego.
"Closing the stores right away is
essential because the Debtors are losing
approximately $2 million per week at
the closing stores," Borders' laywers
wrote in court paperwork.
A Chapter 11 bankruptcy allows
the company to remain open through the
bankruptcy process. Borders hopes to be

able to restructure itself in order to once
again become a sustainable business.
Among the biggest losers in this
reorganization plan are the stockholders.
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NYSE merges with
German stock exchange

being scrutinized by the European
Commission, an executive body
composed of representatives from the
New York Stock Exchange parent 27 nations in the European Union, to
owner NYSE Euronext announced a decide whether the merger violates
deal to combine NYSE Euronext's Liffe antitrust laws.
Tuesday, Feb. 22, Dominique
and Eurex, the latter which is jointly
owned by Germany's Deutsche Borse Cerutti, deputy chief executive of NYSE
On bhe day of Che
and the Swiss Stock Exchange. The Euronext,told reporters in Brussels*
announcements,
merger is an all-stock deal where NYSE that the investigation will likely enter
shares dropped by
Phase II in the review process. EU rules
shareholders will own 40 percent of the
$300 biSton lost
33% bo 25 cents
business and w investors will own 60 give 25 working days for the antitrust
since 1998
percent of the newly formed company. investigation, but entering Phase II
NYSE Euronext and Deutsche Borse results in a longer, deeper investigation,
•'V
have been discussing the combination extending that time to about four
/-V,
for the last three months, keeping months. Cerutti has said that the biggest
everything top secret and working under regulatory hurdles will come from the
Currently losing $2
EU, not the U.S., but that they hope to
the code names "Alpha" and "Beta."
million per week
Deutsche Borse has an $11 billion get approval by the end of 2011.
One of
the biggest issues,
market cap, meaning it has $11 billion of
according
to
EU
Competition
outstanding shares at total dollar market
value. In contrast to NYSE's $9 billion, Commissioner Joaquin Almunia, will
in labilities
why wouldn't NYSE be intrigued? be the derivatives market. Together, the
stores bo close, maybe 75 more
Not only does Deutsche Borse have an two stock exchanges will make up the
N a t a l i e K u n s t a d t e r / T h eV i s t a
impressive market cap, but Deutsche largest derivative market in the world.
Borse also sees $5.4 billion in annual However, Almunia pointed out that
Barnes & Noble can potentially use
After The Wall Street Journal announced
about 90 percent of derivative trading
the plan for bankruptcy protection, this to their advantage, as 70 percent revenue.
occurs
in the off-exchange, or overCEO
of
NYSE
Euronext,
Duncan
Borders shares dropped significantly, of all Borders stores are located near
the-counter markets. According to The
Niederauer,
will
become
CEO
of
the
a
Barnes
&
Noble.
However,
any
down 33 percent to 25 cents on the New
York Stock Exchange by 4 p.m. that misstep by Barnes & Noble could push combined companies. Despite the Wall Street Journal, it is not unusual to
day. According to The Huffington Post, consumers into the arms of Amazon difference in shareholders, Niederauer have longer investigations of complex
or sensitive mergers, allowing the EU
the New York Stock Exchange issued a or other web-based bookstores, so it told CNBC that the agreement does
to "seek broad input" from competition.
warning to Borders threatening delisting will have to put more emphasis into not mean a "German takeover" of the
The proposed merger comes only
NYSE.
He
added
that
many
of
the
due to their inability to maintain a stock marketing the Nook, Barnes & Noble's
a few years after NYSE, the world's
shareholders
at
both
companies
are
e-book
reader.
price above $1 for 30 consecutive days.
As for Borders, the future is not from United States based institutional leading, most liquid cash equities
Local bookstore owners would
exchange, partnered with Euronext.
presumably cheer at the loss of looking bright. Experts agree that it investors, notably Fidelity and T. Rowe
This formed the first integrated crossPrice.
will
be
very
difficult
for
the
company
to
this bookstore giant, seeing it as an
"On an exchange level," Forbes border exchange, which pooled France,
opportunity to bring in new customers. survive without actually liquidating its
writer
Chris Barth said, "the merger Netherlands, Belgium and Portgual's
However, the local owners see it as assets, causing a complete closure of the
would
mean
a confluence of technologies former stock exchanges into one entity
company.
an additional shift in demand from
Despite people mourning the loss of and processes, potentially improving subject to EU regulatory oversight.
traditional hard copy books, allowing
There is also a wild card, the
Amazon, Barnes & Noble and newer Borders already, chapter 11 protection the performance of the exchanges, as
e-book booksellers such as Apple and allows them to remain open during the they are better in sync. Additionally, possibility that the two trading
restructuring process. Borders said they costs to investors could drop." The two platforms, Nasdaq OMX Group and
Google to pick up new customers.
Exchange,
might
The chain "does not have the will continue to operate normally for companies have estimated annual cost Intercontinental
now. In addition, only the superstores savings to be $400 millionw by the attempt a joint bid for NYSE Euronext.
capital resources it needs to be a viable
However, ICE is reportedly not interested
competitor," said Borders President are closing. The smaller Waldenbooks third year.
in
being subjected to regulation by the
But
not
everyone
is
calling
this
and Borders Express stores will remain
Mike Edward in a written statement.
a match made in heaven. Some are Securities and Exchange Commission,
Chapter 11 protection is a strategic open.
Borders is still accepting gift cards, skeptical about the merger, questioning which could hinder the process. ICE
move by Borders to restructure its
however,
a company that restructures whether the deal will marginalize New and Nasdaq reportedly would have to
debt with the hopes of remaining a
viable business. With over $1 billion in around chapter 11 protection can choose York as a financial center. Although pay somewhere around $11 billion to
to no longer accept gift cards. Gift cards Deutsche Borse investors now own 60 get NYSE Euronext from Deutsche
liabilities, it is an essential move for the
Borse.
are considered loans to the company and percent of the new business, financial
company to avoid deeper debt.
As stock markets from different
gift, card holders are deemed unsecured analysts from Germany are also
Although 200 stores have been
merge,
increasing
scheduled to close their doors, Borders creditors. This means they're the last to ironically concerned with the potential countries
decline of Frankfurt as an economic globalization means we are becoming
is allowed to shut down up to 275 get their money back, so it's advisable
more dependent on our global
hub.
locations, so more closures may be that if one has any gift cards they spend
The
merger
is
currently neighbors.
them sooner rather than later.
coming in the near future.

BORDERS
BANKRUPTCY

$1 billion

Bv Andrew Daou
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Notable events/speakers:
Former USD Alpha Kappa Psi member Erica Corrado gave a presentation
about how Alpha Kappa Psi helped her pursue her current position at
Target Corporation. Ken Schmitt, a USD alumnus, gave his "Uncovering
the Hidden Job Market" presentation which provided brothers and
other USD students with tips and tools for navigating the job market.
This semester, David Warren from Gray Suit Marketing will come talk
about "Marketing the Career" on Feb. 22.

What is a typical meeting like?:
lota Tau's Chapter meetings are an hour long on average, in which
brothers who hold a position provide updates on upcoming events.

Proudest accomplishment(s):

Name: Alpha Kappa Psi
When they meet: The lota Tau Chapter of Alpha Kappa Psi meetings
are held on Sunday nights at 8:15 p.m.

Where they meet: Serra Hall 211.
Leaders:
President: Erin Downey
Vice-President of Operations: Jeremy Panguestu
Chapter Advisor: Adam Cramer
Faculty Advisor: Vicente Vargas

Mission:

'Alpha Kappa Psi's mission is to develop well trained, ethical, skilled,
resourceful and experienced business leaders."

What they've been up to this year:
The chapter went on a company tour of Stone Brewery in Escondido,
Calif., and learned about the brewing process. They chose Professor
Shreesh Deshpande, current chair of finance for the SBA, to be inducted
into the chapter. He now has full membership and is a brother of Alpha
Kappa Psi. An alumni breakfast allowed current brothers to meet and
network with alumni brothers. With Alpha Kappa Psi chapters from Cal
State San Marcos and University of California, San Diego, as well as the
San Diego Alumni Chapter, lota Tau enjoyed a night at alumnus Richard
Totah's Jake's on 6th Wine Bar. The chapter also coordinated Padres
and Lakers game fundraisers, in addition to participating in Elite Services
during two San Diego Chargers football games.

On May 7, 2009, the lota Tau chapter of Alpha Kappa Psi hosted "Saving
Business, Inspiring Hope" on campus to support the fght against
breast cancer and participated in the Walk For Hope. Deena Schmidt,
Olympic gold medalist, and Susan G. Komen, Honorary Survivor of
2008, were the guest speakers of the night. Brothers worked diligently
to obtain numerous sponsors who contributed financially and provided
auction items to help promote breast cancer awareness. They raised
over $1,000 to support the cause and earned the chapter the award
"Best Charity Fundraiser" in all of Alpha Kappa Psi at their bi-annual
convention.

Biggest challenge(s):
Giving to their philanthropy has been a great challenge in the past
year, but they hope to host two big events this semester, the Gulf
Tournament and an Inter-Chapter Ball, that will help to raise money
and increase breast cancer awareness. Because many older members
are graduating in May, the chapter will become much smaller than the
49 members it is currently at.

Long-term/short-term goals:
This semester, an investment committee will facilitate the investment of
either stocks or bonds to gain firsthand experience. The chapter is also
looking forward to contributing more to their philanthropy.

Is there anything else people should know about Alpha
Kappa Psi?:
Alpha Kappa Psi is an organization that gives its members valuable
benefits such as brotherhood, networking and professional development.
Joining this organization allows you to meet people at a personal level
whom you may not have met otherwise. This creates friendships that
then become brotherhood that will last a lifetime. You will have a
support system from all the brothers, increase your network, enhance
your professional skills, strengthen your resume and cover letter, and
improve your public speaking skills.
If interested, contact Alex Petroff, director of campus relations:
ajpetroff@sandiego.edu
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Obesity still America's "Achilles' Heel

v

BY Dillon Jacobsen

Evidently Americans have still
not learned their lesson.
More than two-thirds of adults
and more than one-third of children
in the United States are overweight
t or obese, according to U.S. News and
World Report. There are plenty of
reasons for these shocking numbers,
and it is imperative that children and
parents take action to curb the rise
in obesity. If children don't become
healthier, the health costs will be
monumental in the future.
The
U.S.
Department
of
Agriculture and the Department
of Health and Human Services
announced the release of the 2011
Dietary Guidelines for Americans on
Jan. 31. According to a government
press release, the guidelines exist to
promote health, to reduce the risk
of chronic diseases and to reduce
the prevalence of obesity through
improved nutrition and physical
activity. The government's intentions
are good, but the will to change isn't
there for most Americans.
Food is especially appealing
these days in part because foods are
chemically modified to be delicious.
Nobody really knows what goes into
making a Cheeto, but they sure taste
good. Today's parents seem to serve
anything that is easy to prepare and
tastes halfway decent to their children;
it seems that little emphasis is placed
on nutrition.
Children are the most vulnerable
to unhealthy foods. Many parents
use television as an electronic
babysitter, exposing their children
to the marketing campaigns of food
companies. Kids encourage their
parents to buy them sugary cookies
and cereals. Parents are caving in
and they are not involved enough in
forming good habits in their children.
Most children have to buy
school lunches because their parents
are unable to prepare one for them.
At school, students have poor food
choices. Schools need to keep costs
down, so they buy the cheapest food
possible. These foods are high in
calories and fat, while low in actual
beneficial nutrients. According to
Time Magazine, researchers found
that kids who ate school lunches were
29 percent more likely to be obese

By Katelyn Montero

Hailey Means / The Vista

than kids who brought lunch from
home.
While children are the most
vulnerable, they are also the most
malleable. They are like sponges,
generally following the example of
their elders. If parents encourage
healthy eating and prepare homecooked meals when possible, their
kids will have a greater appreciation
for unprocessed foods. Additionally,
parents who actively exercise and
teach their kids this practice will
foster good habits in their children.
Furthermore,
according
to
Business Week, about 35 percent of
teens say they eat fast food six or more
times a week. Nearly three-quarters
said that taste influenced what they
ordered and, for many customers,

The chances of a
lifetime

By Sarah Jorgensen
Last week, I wrote about what
I love specifically about USD. My
appreciative mood has followed me
into this week, which made me think
about my currently happy life in
general, beyond school. I realized that
I just love being 20 years old and in the
prime of my college years. Movies,
books and music are symbolic of this
age, but why?
A recent happy memory occurred
this past Sunday when I journeyed
to Big Bear Mountain with the USD
Experiential Learning and Adventure
Center. It was my first time skiing in
three years. When I was younger, I
skied often at home in New England,
but a distaste for the cold that
developed late in my high school
career derailed my skiing interest. But
on Sunday, I had the opportunity to do
something I had abandoned years ago.
I gave an old hobby a new chance.
1 think this is one of the things
1 love most about college. With
(debatably) lessened pressure and
more freedom than we had in high
school, we are in a prime position to
both revisit old hobbies and find new
ones. I have heard of people picking
up entirely new sports or pursuing
theater, art or music if they did not
have the chance to do so in high
school. We are lucky to go to college
in such a diverse city with so much to
offer, from slam poetry to a thriving
surf scene. Many of my friends who
go to more isolated schools complain
of little to do outside of studying. In
San Diego, we have an entire city at
our disposal.
This is also a crucial time for
us to truly become aware of world
events, politics and economics. After

Online
statements
make
big impact

we graduate, after all, most of us
will truly be on our own for the first
time. Knowledge of world events and
the general workings of society are
crucial to learn before we are fully let
loose into the world in order to keep
it moving forward adequately. With
many classes addressing real-life
problems and skills, it is important
to take advantage of this opportunity
to study the practical aspects of our
world that are avoided in the largely
thematic learning of high school.
A year ago, I took an international
relations class for my general
education
requirements,
and
I
learned about current events, real life
consequences of different conflicts
and diplomatic styles
between
countries. Another class of mine
taught me about San Diego county's
variety of climates, as well as native
animals and plants. Information like
this is applicable in real life, even if
I do not plan to pursue international
relations or biology.
College is also a time to discover
your passions. You get to select
a major for whatever reason you
choose, whether it is in pursuit of a
large paycheck or simply for personal
enjoyment. If you aren't sure, you can
take classes in many different areas,
choosing what you like best. These
passions can truly take shape in your
future career. My personal goal is to
really love the job I do every day,
seeing the pay as just a bonus.
This is a really amazing time
to be alive. Our generation has the
opportunity to mold the future's
morals, starting now. We have the
chance to make decisions about
controversial topics with the potential
to change society.Through our college
experiences and education, we have
the chance to be truly prepared for
the world ahead of us. This is only
possible if you take advantage of the
opportunities offered to you now.
I once heard that as prospective
owners of a bachelor's degree from
an elite school, we have the chance to
join the top 2 percent of the world's
population. Our education and the
opportunities this segment of our lives
offer us an amazing gift. What will
you do with yours?

convenience of location led to
restaurant choice. As humans, we
want naturally good-tasting food, yet
we have devolved into a culture that
doesn't even care what ingredients go
into what we eat. Maybe that's a good
thing, because there are some pretty
awful ingredients out there.
There are some organizations
who are creating awareness of the
benefits of diet and exercise. The
Lance Armstrong Foundation offers
information on easy ways to prepare
healthy meals and fit in an exercise
routine, which is necessary even in
our over-scheduled lives. Shockingly,
only 18.8 percent of Americans
exercise regularly, according to U.S.
News and World Report. The benefits
of physical activity include a healthy

heart, improved thinking skills and
attractive physique, to name a few.
Ultimately, it's up to individuals
to accept responsibility for their
health. With an increase in obesity
comes an increase in medical costs for
issues like diabetes and hypertension.
Diet is not a government issue, it's
a parental and societal issue. The
U.S. Department of Agriculture and
Department of Health and Human
Services are not solely responsible
for increasing exercise and decreasing
obesity. It is the job of parents and
organizations within society to make

the benefits of healthy eating and
regular exercise known to children so
that children can live the same way. If
this happens, Americans can all "live
strong."

Hospital bill unjust
New
encourages
bill
racial profiling
By Bianca Bruno
The issue surrounding illegal
immigrants in the United States
is undoubtedly one of the biggest
controversies in both public and
private discourse. Arizona has made
an example of itself in terms of what
can happen when hating immigrants
manifests itself in the form of racist
public policy. The state recently
proposed a bill that would require
hospitals to check their patients'
immigration status during non
emergency cases.
Senate Bill 1405 was supposed
to be introduced Feb. 14, but it was
pulled from the agenda of the State
Judiciary Committee because of a
lack of support. Arizona is currently
the only state to put forth a bill of
this kind. While this bill may be on
the back burner for now, we have not
seen the last of Arizona's immigranttargeting public policy.
Just as SB 1405 is probably not
off Arizona's agenda for good, neither
is the situation with last year's SB
1070. The infamous bill would make
not carrying immigration documents
a crime, which would give the state
police the broad power to detain
anyone suspected of being in the
country illegally. That bill is currently
on hold.
Arizona Governor Jan Brewer
recently announced that she will raise
funds to countersue the government
for failing to enforce immigration
laws in the state. She insists that
the government should reimburse
Arizona for the costs of dealing
with the failed polices of the federal
government, including the costs of
imprisoning illegal immigrants who
commit crimes.
Arizona's immigration legislation
has served as a jumping-off point for
other states who have proposed, or
have talked'about proposing, similar
"copy cat" legislation like SB 1070.
A bill similar to SB 1070 passed
in Mississippi this past January
in the State Senate. Other similar

propositions have been made in other
states, including Tennessee and New
Mexico.
This type of behavior toward
Mexican immigrants is not uncommon
during times of crisis in the U.S.
When our country was hit with a
recession in the past, one of the first
orders of business was to either kick
out immigrants we had previously
welcomed here to work, blame them
for our economic crisis or both.
During the Great Depression,
over 500,000 Mexican-Americans
were deported or pressured to leave
as a part of the Mexican Repatriation.
We had the Bracero Program during
WWII to bring in a labor force needed
to replenish the American laborers
drafted in the war, but as soon as
men returned home from service, we
initiated "Operation Wetback," where
over one million Mexican laborers
were deported back to Mexico.
Our current public discourse and
policy in regards to Mexican relations
does not comply with the traditional
flow of Mexican labor that we have
taken advantage of since the formation
of the U.S. We also tend to forget that
we currently live in the land that was
the original home of the same native
people that we are trying to kick out.
This racist legislature that Arizona
is at the forefront of unfortunately
seems to be catching on like wildfire in
many other states. Creators of public
policy are responsible to not only
those people who are "American" in
the Anglo-Saxon sense of the term as
coined by the Puritan founders of this
country, but also to all people who
have over the years chosen to call
America their home.
When the current public policy
and public relation to those in your
state and country is one of the blind
leading the blind, you realize that the
failing economy may not be the only
institution that needs an overhaul. The
American Dream may not be a onesize-fits-all aspiration, but it certainly
is one that, based on the principles
this country was founded on, should
be afforded, to and available to, all
who call themselves American.

Social networking sites have
become a parasitic aspect of American
culture. The scope of their influence
now extends far beyond personal
networking services and into the
United States judicial system. Recent
court cases are now bringing to light
the magnitude of the longevity and
power of something as simple as a
Facebook post or Twitter update. In
some scenarios, the information on a
person's Internet profile can even be
used against them in a jail sentencing.
Hopefully these stories will compel
students to reevaluate exactly what
they are saying before they click
"share."
For
instance,
the
website
WikiLeaks has become a doubleedged sword in the debate between
free speech and violations of national
security. Aside from the initial dilemma
over the questionable constitutionality
of posting government documents, a
new issue has arisen: whether or not
the government should be allowed
access to the personal Internet accounts
of suspected criminals.
An article by The Washington
Post divulges some new information
regarding
the
WikiLeaks
trial.
Last week, Judge Teresa Carol
Buchanan granted permission to
unseal documents that revealed the
subpoena of the Twitter accounts of
three people. Those three people were
Julian Assange, Bradley Manning and
Birgitta Jonsdottir, all of whom are
linked to supplying WikiLeaks with
classified government information.
If the subpoena stands, the defense
will have a very difficult time arguing
against their client's personal accounts.
On sites like Facebook and
Twitter, people's responses tend to be
immediate or unplanned reactions to
events, but the ramifications of what
they say have far more longevity.
People need to begin to practice selfdiscipline and self-censorship. If it is
something that you wouldn't announce
in a room full of hundreds of people,
then you also shouldn't post it for
hundreds of friends or followers to
read.
The lack of rules of discourse
amongst social networking sites
makes it very difficult to distinguish
whether something is said in jest,
in earnest or even if it is true at all.
Users fail to realize that the crux of the
Internet is that the storage capabilities
of databases are ever expanding.
Whether something was tweeted in
the heat of the moment or not has little
consequence when it is being used
against you in a court of law.
Such was the case with Rachel
Wade. An article published on
BayNews9.com details the story of
Wade's trial for murder and how social
networking sites supplied some of the
evidence used against her. "[Facebook]
can be used against her to show not
only motive, but also they had an intent
to commit a crime," Attorney Ryan
Rooth said.
Wade was ultimately found guilty
of second-degree murder, and some of
the evidence consisted of Facebook
messages that threatened the life of the
victim.
Hopefully, most USD students
don't ever have to defend themselves
in a court of law against something
that they previously posted online.
Students do need to realize that
everything they say, especially online
where previous posts are archived,
comes with a consequence. An article
on CareerBuilder.com explores the
positive and negative effects that
websites like Facebook or Twitter can
have on a person's professional career.
It identifies a few of the main ways that
these social sites can jeopardize your
job. From derogatory comments to
inappropriate photos to using the site
during work, there are endless ways
people are fired over their Facebook
involvement.
A profile is basically an online
identity that people create for
themselves. However, unlike real life,
online identities are much easier to
track; people can see what you like,
how you feel and how you interact
with others. The important thing to
remember is that people only have this
information if you give it up. Social
networking sites have established
themselves in the midst of American
culture, and for the time being will not
cease to be an integral part of society.
Although the role of these websites
may never change, the role of the
user can. Think seriously about what
you say and who has access to this
information, because if you don't, the
consequences could be dire.
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CollegiateLink unneccessary and inefficient resource
By Rachel Horean
I enjoy the convenience of
the one-stop shop at Wal-Mart and
being able to find my friends on
Facebook. However, I can't say that
CollegiateLink falls into this same
category of a convenient conglomerate
of information or products.
CollegiateLink,
part
of
StudentVoice.com, is a website that
features USD student organizations
with their contact info, as well as
upcoming events and news. All
organizations are required to register
with the website, upload their member
list, their constitution and other
important information. The program
was purchased last year by the
university and was given to Associated
Students to administer and organize
with the organizations.
"We pay for CollegiateLink as
a part of a larger package that the
university purchases for assessment,"
said Mandy Womack, director of
Student Organizations. "As far I
know, the cost isn't broken down per
component, but the overall package is
several thousand dollars."
I assume, and I would hope, that
with the cost of the package, the other
parts of it are put to good use. Even
so, I can't help but wonder if USD is
using CollegiateLink to calm some
sort of dissonance it feels for paying
this much for the other programs.
It sounds helpful and useful in
theory, but in reality, the website isn't
used by students, nor is it updated by
club leaders. It is an unnecessary and
additional website that student leaders
are being forced to endorse.
AS
Director
of
Student

Organizations
Stephanie
Atienza
hopes to convey the benefits of the
website to the students. "The freshman
go on it," Atienza said. "But the older
students don't use it, as they're not
really familiar with it. We're hoping
that throughout the years it will
become more popular."
"We are trying to find
ways
in which it can be viewed as
more of a resource rather than an
inconvenience," said Manda Sayegh,
executive assistant of the Student
Leadership and Involvement Center.
If you have to work so hard to get
students to use it, isn't that a sign
that maybe students don't need or
want it? Though the website features
all 147 USD student clubs and
organizations, there are currently only
four announcements on the main page.
Many of these organizations host their
own websites with more constantly
updated information; the requirement
to use this site seems redundant.
"Not only is it rarely used,"
Student Involvement Consultant Alex
Ponce said, "but it still has a lot of
technical issues that club leaders have
to deal with. It's a hard process and a
lot of people have complained."
This issue was brought up in the
fall semester's Inter-Club Council,
because students didn't think the
program was necessary. However, at
the time, AS indicated that it would
continue to implement the program,
much to the disappointment of club
leaders.
"The format isn't user-friendly,"
said Jill Ferguson, the former ICC
representative for Invisible Children.
"It's hard to get to and the registration
process is difficult and tedious."
After the experience of being
a student leader, I have learned that
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if there is a complaint made about
something, that person better have
another suggestion. I understand
and support the need to have a list of
student organizations at USD; I truly
believe getting involved on campus
is the absolute best thing you can do
while attending college. However,
this list doesn't need to be a separate
website or anything fancy. A basic web
page with a list of hyperlinks that go
to each organization's website would

suffice. If an organization doesn't have
a website, a list of people to contact for
ijiore information could be provided.
"It would be more beneficial
to make it part of MySanDiego,"
Ferguson said, "so things like the
bulletin can be seen by everyone
instead of the students that are high
up in the leadership of their club that
are forced to go on there." Simple, yet
helpful.
In a time of rapid advances in

technology, we are quick to want
gadgets that do more than we need.
We need to get back to the basics.
CollegiateLink is a hassle for club
leaders, students don't use it, it isn't
updated or detailed and it costs USD
money that does not need to be
spent. If a simple list on an existing
popular website could be successful,
why'go through the hard process of
establishing a new habit of using this
website for students?

USD's Roman Catholic identity fosters tolerance
Educational opportunities stem from this open-mindedness
By Phillip Morelli

Though I will not claim USD
is a "one of a kind, second to
none" institution like some recent
narcissistic billboard advertisements
once claimed, I will say our university
thoroughly provides the opportunity
for a top-notch, faith-based collegiate
experience. Most students seem to
think this experience only includes
the nine units of required religion
courses, but it's far more than that.
USD provides the opportunity
to work both academically and,
most importantly, spiritually with
members from all of the world's
religious orders.
Regardless of what you believe,
the religious freedom of the university
allows us to study with peers who
can express themselves intellectually
and spiritually in an environment of
equality and tolerance. Such forms of
expression are not always welcomed
at other universities, but this freedom
of faith is an attribute in which USD
takes great pride.
"Diversity
of
religious
background is integral to the heart
of the institution," President Mary
Lyons said on the university's
website. Rather than only focusing
on Catholicism, USD encourages a
religiously diverse environment.
USD's website reads, "As a
Roman Catholic institution, the
University of San Diego believes
that faith and reason are compatible
in education, and that true knowledge
can only be cultivated in an
environment that fosters intellectual
freedom, personal development and

"The most important
aspect of our identity
is the fact that we
do not discourage
others from their

"Diversity of religious
background is integral
to the heart of the
institution."

own beliefs."

Dr. Mary Lyons
USD President

Father Owen Mullen
USD Chaplain

Photo of President Lyons Courtesy of Sandiego.edu and Photo of Father Mullen Courtesy of USD Magazine

cultural equity."
Our
university
holds
the
perspective that religious acceptance
is essential, especially in light of our
own Catholic identity, and that this
cultural understanding enhances our
education.
Father Owen Mullen, a University
chaplain, understands the importance
of such openness. He presides over the
daily masses on campus in a manner
that includes those of all faiths.
"I understand that not everyone
on campus is a Catholic," Mullen said,
"or even Christian for that matter, but
that is what makes USD's catholic
identity special. The most important
aspect of our identity is the fact that
we do not discourage others from
their own beliefs."
Aside from his position on the

lectern, Father Mullen also plays a
major role in the lives of many USD
athletes. His involvement spans from
Bible study groups to traveling with
the various sports teams for their away
games. He can be seen in attendance
of most athletic home games, and
approaches his involvement with
the athletics department in the same
manner he does when he conducts
mass.
"Sports are an excellent example
of acceptance and tolerance," Mullen
said. "On all the teams, there are
individuals from every demographic,
each with their own beliefs. On the
field or court they come together with
a common purpose, off the field in
our study or prayer groups, the same
happens."
Every Sunday, athletes from all

sports assemble together to talk not
just about interpretations of the Bible,
but also various other contemporary
topics.
"When we get together we'll talk
about politics or other issues," Mullen
said. "Not everyone is Christian and
everyone has their own beliefs and
opinions. It's very symbolic of a USD
classroom and a unique representation
of our Catholic Identity."
Coming
together
for
the
advancement of ourselves helps to
enrich our individual experiences and
deepen our understanding of others.
It is an aspect of this university that
benefits us all as students and faculty.
The same freedom of beliefs
present in Father Mullen's study
groups is the same freedom allotted to
students in the classroom. Attending

this university is not about being
Catholic. USD's main mission is
fostering learning in an environment
conducive to spiritual gain.
As a student myself, I take for
granted the opportunity to freely
speak about my religious beliefs in a
classroom, and I have failed to realize
the importance in understanding the
ideals of others.
Soon I will graduate from USD,
and I take pride in knowing my
experience here helped to advance not
just my empirical knowledge, but also
a spiritual wisdom that is fueled by
tolerance and understanding of others.
It is the most important lesson I will
take with me as I graduate, and is a
testament to Catholic social teaching
I have encountered, both inside and
outside the classroom.

Internet sales tax would hurt businesses and consumers alike
By Gunner Wiebe

As college students, we spend a
majority of our time on the Internet
checking social networks, surfing or
online shopping, but it appears that
internet shopping may be taking a
turn in the wrong direction. Over the
past month, there has been an increase
in discussion about a sales tax being
enforced on Internet sales purchases.
According to Bloomberg News,
there has been a common trend in
recent years for some states, including
New York, to introduce a sales tax for
online purchases. If this legislature is
passed nationally, the effects could
further hurt economy.
Data collected by Bloomberg
News indicates that online retailers

would lose approximately $7 billion
in revenue annually with this sales
tax. The online company that would
receive the biggest hit would be
Amazon.com, the largest online
retailer.
Although this may not seem like a
big deal, there are major implications.
For example, there are hundreds, and
possibly thousands, of students who
buy their textbooks online due to the
high prices at our campus bookstore
and other locations. With higher
prices online, due to the sales tax,
students may have fewer places to
look for reasonably priced books.
However, this issue goes far past
textbooks and school. Many people do
a wide variety of personal shopping,
especially during the holidays,
through online retail stores. A sales
tax could heavily impact the ease and
convenience of shopping online.

According to Bloomberg News,
people in support of an Internet sales
tax believe that the taxes will help with
monetary support for public education
as well as regular businesses,
even though several other types of
taxes benefit these causes. Most
importantly, the money generated by
the proposed Internet sales tax has not
been promised to go specifically to the
issue of public education.
Luckily,
California
has
Representative
Daniel
Lungren
in the House of Representatives.
Congressman Lungren published a
resolution on his official government
website explaining the importance of
not having this sales tax enforced. His
goal is to protect small businesses and
entrepreneurs.
"The most effective thing we can
do to help our economy recover is to
remove the roadblocks standing in

the way of our nation's job creators,"
Lungren said in a written statement.
"At a time when we are trying to
foster a sustained economic recovery,
it doesn't make sense to saddle
entrepreneurs with tax requirements
that stifle growth."
Lungren is absolutely right, there
would definitely be a detrimental
impact to the online retail industry if
taxes were imposed. For many seniors
graduating this year, and for others
seeking jobs in light of the recession,
many of the best jobs exist online and
will continue to be there, so long as
the tax is not enforced.
According to USA Today,
Tennessee is the rflost recent state
debating an Internet sales tax. Local
stores have had to resort to selling
their goods online in order to compete
with online-only stores like Amazon.
Though local stores have to pay sales

tax because they are based in that state,
Amazon has a free pass and is exempt
from having to tax their consumers.
This is causing a problem, as retail
stores are starting to protest against
Amazon for not collecting sales tax.
But since Amazon is not based in
Tennessee, and we live in a country
where competition is supposed to drive
the market, why is there an issue? No
one ever said it was going to be fair,
and competition is at the root of our
economy. The idea that there needs to
be an online sales tax enforced on a
national level is not one that should
be supported. Not only will the tax
hurt the online retail industry, but
it will also hurt the economy. More
importantly, for all of the students
reading this, the price of the goods
that you buy online is going to go up
if an online sales tax is enforced. We
all pay enough taxes already.
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Popular music isn't always pop
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By Ryan Coghill
When the general American
public throws a fit because pop icons
Lady Gaga and Justin Bieber fell
short on Grammy wins, one must
contemplate where America's hidden
desires lay.
How does a population get
sucked into such meaningless and
self-degrading lyrics? Gaga's lyrics
consist of flaunting her popular status
and getting sexual with a partner.
Bieber sings about love like he is
experienced on the subject. The kid is
16 years old, so let's get real America.
He had potential in 2007 when he was
covering songs on YouTube with a
guitar (a musical instrument used to
generate music). Now, the mainstream
industry has re-branded him as a sex
icon for preteen girls. It is a sad story,
to be completely honest, but Gaga's
situation is even more disturbing for
everyone.
Her undeniable need for attention
has caused her to look quite foolish,
yet she is still tricking the general
public into believing she is an
innovative artist. Her most recent
stunt was arriving to the Grammys in
an egg. She was carried by her very
own group of servants, including
her artistic director, who were all
completely incapable of providing
an explanation as to why Gaga was
"incubating." There was nothing
creative about the publicity stunt.
She was carried across the red carpet
in an egg and later hatched into her
onstage performance. Gaga merely
suffers from attention starvation and
"Madonna syndrome," as her entire
career is based on being the center of
attention, just as Madonna was in the
'80s.
Canadian indie rock band Arcade
Fire won the 2010 Grammy for Album
of the Year for their work titled, "The
Suburbs," beating out Gaga. This was
by far the biggest upset of the night,
causing the Internet to explode with
Twitter updates and Facebook statuses
exclaiming, "Who is Arcade Fire!?"

Letters to the Editor Policy
The Vista strongly encourages letters to the editor from
students, faculty, staff, administration and the community.
Correspondence should be sent to channeke@usdvista.com
with the subject line "Letter to the Editor."
Submissions must be limited to 300 words and
include verifiable contact information.
Letter content will not be edited for clarity, style
or grammar in order to preserve its authenticity.
The Vista does not publish anonymous letters,
those addressed to a third party or letters in poor taste.
We look forward to hearing from you.

The answer is that they are a band that
is obviously pretty damn deserving
of such an award if the majority of
the 12,000 voting members of The
National Academy of Recording Arts
& Sciences thought so, based on their
knowledge in the field.
This reveals the huge shift in the
world of popular music. The Lady
Gagas and Justin Biebers of the music
world are coming to the realization
that their hollow lyrics, manufactured
sex appeal and bizarre stage antics are
no longer a safe crutch when it comes

to selling their overproduced acts to a
generation looking for enlightenment.
Competition lies ahead from real
musicians, many of whom express a
want for progress in the world's many
shortcomings. It might not always
be easy to understand what is being
conveyed but great art isn't meant to
be easily comprehended; sometimes
a challenge is good for the brain.
For example, lthough "Twilight" is a
best seller, is it really as profound as
Shakespeare's "The Tempest?" Please,
don't answer that.

Don't be a nugget!
Write for The Uista!
E-mail...
channeke@usdvisfa.com

Facebook makes a progressive move
By Sarah Jorgensen
Facebook, arguably today's most
cutting-edge social network, recently
progressed in a socially innovative
direction. The website recently added
domestic partnerships and civil unions
as options under the "Relationship
Status" menu for updating profiles
after pressure and encouragement
from Gay and Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation, according to
NBC.
This move was an exciting
milestone within the gay community.
"Today, Facebook sent a clear message
in support of gay and lesbian couples to
users across the globe," said GLAAD
President Jarrett Barrios in an NBC
interview. "By acknowledging the
relationships of countless loving and

committed same-sex couples in the
U.S. and abroad, Facebook has set a
new standard of inclusion for social
media."
When the largest social network
in the world makes these options
available for members living in some
of its most well-represented countries
- the United States, United Kingdom,
Canada, France and Australia - it is a
huge endorsement for a lifestyle that
is constantly gaining more traction in
mainstream America.
With
many
other
recent
progressions in the realm of gay
rights, including the recent repeal of
the controversial "Don't Ask, Don't
Tell" law, this is yet another sign that
homosexual relationships are moving
more into the open of our worldwide
society; now, they are on display for
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millions of other people to see.
Though Facebook is immensely
popular, with over 500 million
active users, it is still a virtual world.
Without concrete change in the real
world through our government, these
smaller gains will be for nothing.
I think that increased openness
about homosexuality will eventually
find its way into our government's
laws. California's Proposition 8 is
back in the spotlight after a new
attempt to overturn the law, and USD
is even hosting famed gays rights
activist Stuart Milk as a speaker
tonight. The push for gay rights is
making great progress, but its greatest
achievement and goal will be full
legal rights for all on the federal level.
At least Facebook seems to support
equality for all.
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School spirit renewed after exciting basketball win
Not only is this something we can all be a part of, but it's also something we should all be a part
Last week's basketball win over Saint Mary's was a big moment for USD men's basketball,
of. Big schools can have a lot of school spirit just because they hav.e the masses. We don't have the
who has struggled to win this season. The mood in the Jenny Craig Pavilion did a complete 180 and
sheer numbers a school like UCLA has. But we have something those big schools don't have and
transformed into an inspiring, true underdog moment for the Toreros. It was as glorifying as when
that's a community that's small enough to know each other. Our basketball team isn't made up of
the Average Joe's defeated Glabo Gym's Purple Cobras. The win was the first miracle. The second
faces we see only through a television screen. We're connected to our team. These are the faces we see
miracle was that there was a whole stadium to cheer them on, roaring with excitement.
next to us in class and in line at the Torero Store. I have a neighbor that plays on the basketball team.
The fact that so many people were there at the team's biggest win of the season brings the issue
I've seen these players at the gym and stood in line with them for brunch at the SLP. Win or lose, we
of USD spirit back to the forefront. Certainly people have suggested in the past that teams feed off
have to stand behind these men and show them that we haven't lost hope, that we still support them
of the fans, gaining momentum behind their cheering and feeling the pressure of silence, a palpable
and that we believe in them. It's more than being a basketball fan. It's
sense of worry in the air.
about being a friend. It's about being a loyal Torero and showing people
It's a symbiotic relationship. The fans help support teams when
what that stands for.
they're struggling, employing the "fake it till you make it" strategy
a Despite our reputation for being
Going to the basketball games means more than standing behind
which can carry a team through the rough patches of a game. The fans
the sport, it means standing behind the school. The section of fans from
also passionately hate on the other team, throwing insults of every a somewhat homogenous population,
Saint Mary's that received mockery from the USD student section in the
variety, trying to hit a sore spot, hungry for a reaction from the opposing there aren't many times the whole
form of "sit down seniors" clearly were no longer students. But they still
players. Having a supportive crowd can make a difference.
So why was this game any different? It could have been that Campus comes together to celebrate. „ managed to pound their feet hard enough to get arthritis.
During our time at USD, we have the chance to define what a Torero
students were just there to make an appearance on TV, considering the
—
is. The majority of us have no control over the athletic performance of
game was broadcasted on ESPN2. What USD student would miss an
the school's teams, but we do have control over how we represent ourselves as fans. Sure, it's not as
opportunity to get all dolled up for some camera time? Was it the Facebook events that lured the
exciting or rewarding when we don't win games, but the most depressing outcome is when we lose
students to the JCP? Maybe it was the combination of the free food from El Indio, T-shirts which
and no one is there. If everyone is there cheering on the team, we at least prove that we get enough
read "You stay classy San Diego," metallic blue beaded necklaces, pom-poms stashed conveniently
sunshine to stay happy despite some setbacks for the basketball team.
under the seats and cheat sheets detailing how to make fun of the other team, all provided by the
"Basketball has always been my favorite sport to watch," Managing Editor Allie Safran said.
Torero Programming Board.
"When our team was amazing, when I was a freshman, it was so fun going to games and cheering
Regardless of what crazy incentives USD puts in front of us, such as a free car raffle, we should
for our team. But we can't be fair-weather fans, it needs to be something we keep up year after year,
support our basketball team. It's important because it propels the team to win, it makes our team feel
regardless of their winning streaks, or lack thereof."
good and it just makes for an overall better atmosphere. It gives the campus something we can all be
As USD students, we can always be enthusiastic about the fact that our school is in sunny San
a part of. It's something we can all celebrate.
Diego, especially when the opposing teams are most likely going home to poorer weather and cities
Despite our reputation for being a somewhat homogenous population, there aren't that many
not even half as full of life and excitement. We can't forget that we've invited opposing teams to come
times the whole campus comes together to celebrate something. Sure, some students celebrate an
visit us in paradise; we better act like it's paradise and not some podunk town. This our territory. We
episode of "Jersey Shore," others the latest art exhibit. Some flock to the J. Crew sale and some to the
have to own it.
new vegan restaurant. But this is something we can all be a part of.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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'7 have learned much of my life from books and out of them about love."
- WILLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS
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With spring set to debut on March 20, it appears that the students of USD are rocking the most viable
rends out there. The unusually warm weather urges us to explore. With the end of New York Fashion
feek, the latest fashion trends will be sweeping over the nation soon, and the music industry is getting
Inundated with long-anticipated new albums. College students undeniably comprise the trendiest segment
of the population, thanks to our shrinking bank accounts and copious amounts of free time. Conveniently,
me Vista staff has broken down what is going on in the worlds of beauty, travel, decor, television, fashion,
mod, technology and music.

ClMMlW

- Feather hair extensions
- Embracing your hair's natural texture
- Bold blush
- Coral lips
- Hello Kitty Makeup at Sephora
- Fun nail designs, such as bright colors,
different shades, pop-art decals, crackles and
painting nine nails one color and the 10th nail
a different color
- Makeup palettes from Too Faced
- Mustaches

as'

I ,"oartm Recrea,ion" hitting its stride
- Real World: Vegas"
|- Season 15 of "The Bachelor"
- T h e n e w season o f "Californication"

Mexico

vac/a

alifornia
,f

nationalmorium,

- Netflix Watch Instantly
- Netflix on your phone
• March Madness brackets
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- Maria Maria
- Firehouse breakfast on the roof
- Gringo's unlimited champagne Sunday brunch
- Taco Tuesdays at O'Toole's
- 25-cent wings at Sneak Joint on Monday
nights
- Casa Guadalajara happy hour buffet
- Baked good shops such as Sugar and Scribe
Bakery and Cups in La Jolla
- Food trucks like Mino Gastro Truck, Tabe BBQ
and Devilicious
- Karaoke and half-priced appetizers at Sandbar
on Mondays
- Sustainable restaurants like Sea Rocket
Bistro, The Linkery, Spread and Cucina Urbana
- Half-price appetizers during happy hour at
Costa Brava
I - Cheap drinks and appetizers during
happy hour at Tre Porcellini
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ARTS & CULTURE
Radiohead surprise-releases new album
EDITORS

By Kyle Strickland
My
understanding
of
what
constitutes great music took a sharp
left turn after a friend gave me over
to the genius of "In Rainbows,"
Radiohead's seventh studio album and
first independently released work. She
handed me a burned copy of the album,
which was available free for download
with the added option of contributing a
donation in 2007. It's true that I started
at the back end of the prolific band's
musical catalogue, but the result was
utter dedication and obsession. I've
listened to the song "Nude" 207 times
on iTunes, not counting the times I
played it on the CD and on my iPod,
which would probably double that
number.
Though I'm not the most obsessive
Radiohead fan alive (for instance, I
haven't contemplated stalking Thorn
Yorke, and I don't like their first album,
"Pablo Honey"), I can say that I know
them pretty well. I was ecstatic when
I heard they had announced the new
album, "The King of Limbs," and that
they would put it out in one week's time.
Otherwise I would have been dying
with anticipation. Their independent
work, apart from the control of EMI
is my favorite out of their entire body
of work and this is only the second
independent album thus far. The
album was again available for instant
download through their website, but
this time they had a set price.
The eight-track album is the first
in Radiohead's collection that didn't
make me feel like crying - at least not
tears of sadness. There was no onset
of depression due to morose lyrics and
dark themes as is a typical Radiohead
album scenario. Of course, the deeply
melancholy aspects and sad, somber
tone were still present, but the album is
overall somewhat uplifting. I actually
think one of the songs, "Separator,"
achieves, dare I say, happiness.
The opening track, "Bloom,"
starts out as other Radiohead songs
have in the past. It's erratic, bouncing
all over with a break beat and strange
looped sounds in the background.
The bass line of this and others in the
beginning of the album is somewhat
thicker, which is reminiscent of "The
Gloaming (Softly Open Our Mouths in
the Cold)" on the album titled "Hail to
the Thief."

However, this track gets more
funky than maniacal and helps tie
together the drawn out and somewhat
random songs' other aspects. Yorke's
vocals haven't faltered a bit;
he
maintains a beauty and a presence on
the track that is embellished by layered
harmonies, of which are recordings of
his voice.
"Morning
Mr Magpie" and
"Little by Little," the next two songs
on the album, are reminiscent of the
YouTube studio video called "Scotch
Mist." Their sound is underdeveloped
in terms of production, just like the
live recording. The band abandons
the heavy, depressing and sometimes
violent sound effects, presenting only a
few additions to their live studio sound.
The next track, "Feral," is an
instrumental
interlude
in
which
insanity and human and animal
instinctive urges seem to collide. The
track contains incoherent yelling and
shout-singing, with only "yeah," "oh"
and "uhh" possibly dicernable. Heavy
bass intensifies the unstable nature of
the track and it is clear that this track
represents a climax of the uncertainty
present so far in the album. The band
doesn't often deprive the listener of
Yorke's lyrics, so the absence of words
on the track is somewhat odd.
The next few tracks shift the
mood of the album almost completely.
"Lotus Flower" was pre-released on
the Internet, coupled with a disturbing
video of Yorke dancing around like a
maniac. This music video is admittedly
weird and somewhat unsettling, but
considering the typical stage presence
of the artist, it's to be expected. The
song itself is catchier than others and is
easier to take in at the first listen. Yorke
expresses a powerful, confident image
in both the video and the song, which
has optimistic undertones beneath the
dejected high-pitched lyrics.
"Codex" changes up the scene
again, introducing a beautiful piano
serenade that hovers gallantly between
the saddest thing you've ever heard
and a life-affirming, hopeful ballad
to the future. At this point I felt the
tears coming like they did in previous
albums, but it wasn't because of the
hopeless sadness and insanity that
Radiohead usually boasts. It was
because it was so beautifully emotional
and sincere.
*
The last two songs encompass
the majority of the album's positive

Kvle Strickland

Ryan Coghill

kstrickland@usdvista.coin
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Natalie Kunstadter/The Vista

Thom Yorke's dance moves in the video for "Lotus Flower" are crazy, but he does wear a neat hat.

inflection. Both "Give Up the Ghost"
and "Separator" have some melancholy
aspects, but they assert the positive
outlook that begins in "Codex." "Give
Up the Ghost" resembles My Morning
Jacket's style, with copious reverb
and rustic acoustic guitar. This song is
stark in contrast to the wild, fast-paced
tracks at the beginning.
"Separator" then concludes the
album brilliantly, quite opposite
from the horribly depressing final
track "Videotape" on "In Rainbows."
The lyrics help to demonstrate the
determination of the speaker, stating,
"If you think it's over, then you're
wrong." This lyric is repeated over

and over, exemplifying a positive
motivation.
As with any Radiohead album, it
was difficult at first to find the groove
of some of the songs. Only a few
were instantly digestible, including
"Codex" and "Separator." After six to
seven listens, I found that groove and
started understanding the songs at a
more intimate level. The struggle that
I find myself having at the first listen
of any Radiohead song is part of the
reason why I can listen to their music
so many times over. The sounds are
somewhat foreign in the way they are
composed, and the beats and effects
are so complexly woven that it takes

a few tries to fully discern it. Once
I've gotten a few listens down, it's
just love. It's like solving a mystery of
emotional creation, intricately crafted
by the musical geniuses of Yorke and
the other members of this epic band.
While Radiohead is infamous
for being over the top and ridiculous
in everything they do, it makes sense
that their music is not for everybody.
That being said, I fully recommend that
you pay the nine dollars for the instant
download of "The King of Limbs." I
promise you that, even if you weren't
a fan of Radiohead before, you will
definitely be swayed in favor of this
impeccable band.

Male,
seeks
22, his
one true love
I don't have any say about how she
lives her life. But she met my whole
family and stayed at our house in Se
attle. I donated so much effort into
giving her a great stay. I'm pretty sure
1 liked her and she returned the senti
ment. Wouldn't it be wrong of her to
mess around like that?
I was pretty mad initially, but I
started to think about how much I had
emotionally invested in a girl that was
about to disappear from my life. I real
By Kvle Strickland
ized that I wasn't going to date her long
distance and that it had to end at some
I've never been cheated on before, point. Maybe I invested too much of
and technically I still haven't been. But
myself into her - I'm sure that happens
this past weekend, I came close enough. a lot. We all make mistakes and choose
It really isn't pleasant, contrary to what
the wrong ones. It happens more than
I must have thought before. I'm not re choosing the right ones, especially in
ally sad, though. Just kind of mad. I feel
my case. What matters most is that I ac
used and played, though I don't think
tually gave it a full shot and saw where
that was the girl's intentions. But, don't it led. I think it was mostly worthwhile,
worry. I'm already over it and on the re despite the imperfect ending.
bound. I'm extremely single now.
I need to find my one true love to
To see where 1 am going with this, make up for this. If you are the right
you need to hear the situation. I've one for me, you should make yourself
been seeing a girl from Australia. This
known. I'd love to go on a date with a
girl (we can refer to her as The Witch)
real girl, a girl with class (who won't
and I have spent the last two full weeks
sleep around with hostel employees),
together, plus a few days at Sundance,
who preferably lives in the United
where we first met. Since she lives States and doesn't have an Austra
abroad, the two of us decided to spend
lian accent. She has to like pina colaas much time together as possible, and das and getting caught in the rain. She
she stayed at my place almost every day must love cats and long strolls on nude
she stayed in San Diego. She even ac beaches. I'd prefer that she doesn't lis
companied me on a weekend road trip ten to Taylor Swift, but instead binges
to Seattle and back. That's a lot of time
on Radiohead, and she must be as smart
spent together.
or smarter than me (not too hard to
It's been a long time since I had
make the cut on this one, though).
a girlfriend, so this was great for me.
My column's photograph doesn't
We weren't fighting at all; we were just do my Olympian figure justice, and I
having too much fun. And then, the don't have a Facebook to stalk. In order
one night we didn't spend together in to get a mental image of my hot bod,
the whole two weeks, she hooked up
I am going to provide a quick teaser.
with another guy (a hostel employee of I'm 5-foot-10 and I have the physique
all people, what a dump). I found out of one of the soldiers from the movie
the next day when the guy (we'll call "300," but my abs aren't painted on him The Douche) was casually talking they're real. My skin is somewhat ol
about it at the bar, not knowing that I
ive and supple, smooth but rugged, like
had basically been seeing this girl for
Brad Pitt's beard. I have brown hair
two weeks. So I did what was sensi that billows in the wind and my teeth
ble and I told the Witch to enjoy The are white as snow and straight as ar
Douche and that I don't want to see her rows. My hands are cold, but my heart
again. The Witch still had the extra key is warm, and I'm frequently referred to
to my place! What a wench.
as "a really good guy."
It's the gray area on this case that
I look forward to hearing from my
makes it so frustrating. We weren't dat one true love this weekend - my e-mail
ing (though it felt like it), and therefore is at the top of the page.

Photo Courtesy of Mike Maxwell

Mike Maxwell stands in front of his new mural on the HIVE building located in downtown San Diego.

Portrait of a local muralist
By Olivia Biird
Local artist and muralist Mike
Maxwell's newest mural takes over
the expansive wall of the HIVE on
11th Avenue, which is an alternative
office building that offers a communal
environment for creative working
professionals. The mural is called
"Everything That Has Ever Existed,"
and it is an abstract urban portrait.
While
recording
his
poignant
postulations, I discovered
what
inspires experimental artists like
Maxwell.
The Vista: How long did this mural
take?
Mike Maxwell: Three days and 15
hours. Three five-hour days.
V: How big is it?
MM: Most of the time I paint 18 by
24, but this is 70 feet wide by 20 feet
tall.

V: Tell me about your creative process.
MM: I build all my own panels. Part
of my process is being a carpenter,
too. The beginning is really abstract.
I let the painting be what it wants to
be, and I start figuring out the puzzle.
I tell people all the time, "I paint the
same painting over and over again,
it just starts looking different each
time." I might be painting a different
portrait from the time before, but the
process is always the same. It's a state
of Zen.
V: What do you listen to while you're
painting?
MM: I do listen to a lot of podcasts
more than music. Audio Dharma,
which is a Zen Buddhist podcast.
Beauty and Da Beast, which is Joey
Cocodillas, a comedian from L.A.,
Bonnie Prince Billie, Mad Villain and
MF Doom.
V: What inspires your work?
MM: [GrowingJ up I was inspired
by skate and surf graphics and

T-shirt designs, and a lot of Sunday
comic illustrations. 1 think Calvin
and Hobbes and some of those more
awkward, weird ones. In high school, I
got into graffiti and started to see Mike
Giant's work, a San Francisco artist.
We're working on a documentary
coming out this year. It's called
"Working Class," that's a tale of two
cities, San Francisco and San Diego.
I started working for Shepard Fairey,
the Obey Giant guy. I didn't go to art
school, so working for him, I got to
sponge up information from all these
guys. Just being on this geographical
location in this immense universe is
super inspiring. It's so amazing just to
be standing here right now that I could
make a hundred paintings about it.
Visit
Mike Maxwell's blog
mikemaxwellart.wordpress.com/ for
more info on his works and to check
out his live podcast. You can also learn
more about the HIVE, the building
behind his mural, at community.
hivehaus.net.
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Flying Lotus embraces family's roots in music
By Will Schmidt
Music is sound, beauty, emotion,
life and purpose, and its function differs
from person to person. The single
most important function of music is
that it gives the power of voice. Like
writers, many musicians struggle to
find their voice. Artist Steven Ellisoi),
better known by his stage name Flying
Lotus, shares this struggle, and he has
recently established himself with his
album, "Cosmogramma."
Flying Lotus is nephew to the
two jazz greats, Alice and John
Coltrane. Not only is it difficult for the
nephew of 'such prestigious legends
to find his own voice, but he must
also distinguish it from his successful
relatives. Flying Lotus does not let his
relatives overshadow his creativity,
though. Instead of fighting or pushing
against the reputation of the Coltranes,
he embraces his musical heritage and
creates a wonderful fusion of jazz,
electronica and hip hop.
"Cosmogramma" is the third
album by Flying Lotus, preceded by
the 2006 release of "1983" and the
2008 release of "Los Angeles." This
begs the question of how one can have
such an established voice after only
three albums. Not only has Flying
Lotus produced these three albums,
but he has also produced seven LPs
and six 12-inch singles. Clearly, the
man has spent some time exploring the
realms available to him.
So, could his most recent album,
"Cosmogramma," be considered the

grand masterpiece of Flying Lotus?
In short, no, but he has spoken his
thoughts on this exact question in
an interview with the music blog
Pitchfork. "I'm finally getting to the
point where I can make the kind of
records...that I wanted to make when
I was younger," he said. "Things that I
dreamed about making."
Pitchfork even goes so far as to say
that he found his voice. But what does
it sound like? For starters, one could
say that his voice sounds successful
because "Cosmogramma" has an
average rating across 10 sites of 4.5/5
stars. Going further, his music has a
very rich, jazzy undertone to it while
embracing the music of his relatives.
Understanding this also helps one
understand why Flying Lotus does
not sing or place many vocals over
his music. It also lends a lot of insight
into why his sound is so erratic, as it is
all tied into the history of jazz music
as a movement. Jazz was not just
entertainment; it was the expression of
inner emotions and the soulful voice
of its practitioners. It was, and still is,
purposefully quirky and confusing.
"No other artist seems as intent
to abide in a state of flux as Flying
Lotus," independent critic Jonathan
Dean said. "[Flying Lotus'] aesthetic
is difficult to pinpoint discursively,
less by design than by the very nature
of his working method."
The only real difference between
old jazz artists and Flying Lotus is
technology. Flying Lotus is classified
as a "laptop artist," or a musician

that uses a computer, the Internet and
a few software programs to make
sounds and music. He has sampled
from many things, including old jazz
songs and old school video games, and
found ways to successfully integrate
them into his music, creating a taste
of nostalgia. He ties in memories and
emotions unique to his life experience
and makes beautiful music with them.
The release of "Cosmogramma"
was met with skepticism from
Pitchfork. "Critics and interviewers
have shackled Ellison with an overdetermined musical identity based on
his famous family," said Pitchfork,"but
incredibly, 'Cosmogramma' justifies
much of this hyperbole. Among all
of the other virtual permutations that
Flying Lotus maps out on this album,
one clear and pervasive thread is a
uniquely rhizomatic growth on the
mystical, cosmic jazz pioneered by
Sun Ra in the 1950s, and evolved and
astrally realigned by Alice and John
Coltrane in the ensuing decades."
It is also interesting to note that
Flying Lotus, as Pitchfork lets us
know, "dedicates a lot of his music to
his aunt, Alice Coltrane."
Take a page out of jazz's book
and shake things up when it comes to
music. There is a lot to be said for the
philosophy that jazz music carries with
it, and Flying Lotus is a great place to
start. "Cosmogramma" has been best
described by Dean: "[It is] the sound
of Afro-cosmic jazz technologically
proliferating in a thousand new
directions at once."

Photo Courtesy of Simon Fernandez

Flying Lotus merges electronic music and hip hop with his family's jazz tradition.

Escuchame
By Allie Safran

Photo Courtesy of NJ Underground

Two of the six members of River City Extensi6n perform songs from their new album, "The Unmistakable Man."

River City Extension's debut explores new genre
By Kelly Nassour

Have you ever tried to throw
a whole bunch of crap at a wall in
hopes that something might stick?
That's what emerging band River City
Extension did with their album, "The
Unmistakable Man." Surprisingly, the
result was not a horrible mess.
RiverCity Extension fits into a new
genre called chamber-punk. The basic
idea of this genre is the incorporation
of orchestra instruments with punk
style, an unlikely combination with a
shockingly good result.
River City's music and style are
somewhat like Edward Sharpe & The
Magnetic Zeros. The band consists
of six members, each of whom plays
a different eclectic instrument. The
singer, guitarist and pianist, Joe
Michelini, founded the band in 2007.
The rest of the band consists of Jenn
Fantaccione on cello, Michael Costany
on drums, Nick Cucci on the djembe
and vocals (the djembe is a large skincovered hand drum in the shape of an
hourglass), James Ramirez on bass,
Dan Melius on trumpet and vocals,
Sam Tocon on vocals and Pat O'Brien
on piano.
Like a gloomy winter sunrise
foreshadows an overcast and cloudy

day, the introductory track sets the
nostalgic, yet depressing, tone for
the rest of the album. It is a mixture
of the cello and trumpet playing a
melancholy melody, which transitions
to the next song on the album.
"Something Salty, Something
Sweet" lives up to its title. The
drummer incorporates the symbols
and a double bass pedal to create a
calypso rock drumbeat. The sweet
sound of the horns coupled with the
salty drumbeat creates the perfect song
to play at a party on a private yacht in
the Caribbean. This song is as bipolar
as the rest of the album, progressing
from a slow tune to a thrashing, head
banging ballad.
You know the famous montage
scene in almost every movie where
the main characters go through a
series of events [in just a few minutes]
that would normally take days? "Our
New Intelligence" would be the
perfect' montage song for the aspiring
underdog in a chick flick or romantic
comedy.
If you ever feel jaded or depressed
and completely alone, like there is no
one in the whole world who knows
or cares about you, "If I Still Own
a Bible" is the perfect song to play
while you are crying yourself to sleep.

The introverted nature of the song is
revealed in the lyrics, "Don't put your
trust in anyone or anything."
"Today, I Feel Like I'm Evolving"
is a somber love song for the guy who
loves the girl he can't be with. It's sad
and slow, like most of the songs on the
album, but it's strangely optimistic.
The guitar melody is soft and
romantic, almost like the Death Cab
for Cutie song "I Will Follow You Into
the Dark." Toward the end, the song
becomes hopeful and encouraging,
as though an unlikely person in an
impossible situation has inexplicably
overcome an incredible obstacle.
The upbeat piano in "Letter
to Lainie" somewhat differs from
the rest of the album because there
is a subliminal sense of sarcasm
throughout the song. However, the
music erratically switches styles
several times, which is a common
theme within each track. The lyrics,"A
letter, says I'm leaving/I got a postcard
from the road and it's missing my
feet/I'm trying, to believe in/anything
that's gonna bring you home to me,"
tragically capture the struggles of a
long-distance couple. An enchanting
trumpet solo toward the end closes the
song brilliantly.
A soft guitar, consistent with the

tone of the album, mixes with a soft
tambourine and crisp vocals to create
a piercing, introspective melody in
"Waiting in the Airport." The drums,
cello and horns develop a slow
progression that builds up an almost
inspirational sound towards the end
of the song. After the climax, it tapers
off into a soothing melody, which
flawlessly concludes the album.
Throughout the album, there are
many biblical references combined
with an ominous, yet oddly optimistic
attitude toward life. The album
art accurately reflects the feelings
instigated by the album itself, and it
conveys a sense of grim freedom that
can be found throughout the music.
This band is not a group of
amateurs trying to get famous; the
music is as sincere as the musicians.
Each member of the band boasts a
unique and refined talent for his or her
instrument. The most unmistakable
thing about this album is that every
note and every sound is meticulously
and intentionally orchestrated together.The audio quality is crisp, clean and
clear and the songs flow beautifully
together.
Check out this band at Warped
Tour in July, or buy their album. "The
Unmistakable Man."

As self-proclaimed foodie, you
can imagine my surprise when I
arrived in Madrid to study abroad for
four months and the food was, for lack
of a better word, gross. Any city that
prepares cold fish with eggs of
questionable origin on the side, allows
it to sit out on the table uncovered for
hours before consumption and then
calls that a meal does not have my
stamp of approval for good cuisine.
Thankfully, my senora, Concha,
\ was a top-notch chef and created
amazing meals that allowed me to
appreciate the Spanish food and
culture. After living there for an entire
semester, I became accustomed to the
wonderful people and never-ending
sites to see, as well as acquiring some
new favorite dishes along the way.
Since returning to the States, I have
found myself craving some of Concha's
specialties, and I set out to uncover a
good, reasonably priced Spanish tapas
restaurant.
In San Diego, there's no lack of
Mexican restaurants and there are taco
shops on every corner, but what's hard
to find is a good Spanish restaurant
that embodies all that Spanish culture
and cuisine have to offer, and at a low
cost. If Concha had been to San Diego,
she would have said, "Escuchame una
cosa! (Listen to me!) Costa Brava esta
el mejor en la playa de Pacifica (Costa
Brava is the best in Pacific Beach)!"
And she would have been right.
Costa Brava, located a little inland
of Pacific Beach, serves up some of
the best Spanish tapas in San Diego.
From its lush exterior to its warm vibe
and friendly, Spanish-speaking staff
waiting for you inside, Costa Brava
truly illustrates Spanish cuisine at its
best and provides a great opportunity
to practice your Spanish.
Tapas, which are small plates
or appetizers meant to share with the
whole table, make up the majority of
the menu. Costa Brava has an array of
both cold and hot tapas, all of which are
authentically crafted. While sampling
the dishes, I couldn't help but feel like
I was in a time warp.
The tortilla Espanola, which is
similar to an omelet that contains egg,
onion and potato,tasted almost identical
to Concha's and didn't break the bank
at $6.75 for a generous portion. The
croquetas de queso,similar to American
cheese sticks except made with blue
cheese, were oozing with cheese and
cream from all ends, but unfortunately
were not as good as Concha's. The
champinones al ajillo were to die for,
combining sauteed mushrooms in a
garlic and wine sauce. The patatas a la
brava, griddled potatoes with creamy
garlic aioli for dipping, are one of the
most popular tapas and were definitely
a highlight.
Also on the tapas menu were
. jamon Serrano (Serrano ham), chorizo
(a type of Spanish sausage) and paella,
which seemed overpriced at $19.50.
The best part about this restaurant
is its happy hour specials, which are
available everyday from 4 p.m. to 6
p.m. Most of the tapas are half-price,
and the sangria is just $8 a pitcher.
Although I miss Madrid and
Concha everyday, it's nice to know that
this beautiful Spanish getaway is just
around the corner, ready to cure my
craving for tortillas and take me back
to my time in Madrid.
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Crystal Castles set to rock House of Blues
By Kelly Nassour

Not all castles are made of sand,
for some are made of crystal. Crystal
Castles is set to play a show in San
Diego at The House of Blues on March
2. If you enjoy insane stage antics and
sweaty mosh pits, then this is a live
performance not to pass up.
Crystal Castles' self-titled debut
album, came out in 2008. Though not
initially successful, some of the album's
singles have gained popularity overtime.
Since 2008, the band has significantly
improved and refined their style, leading
to the release of their second album,
"Crystal Castles II," in 2010.
"Crystal Castles II" marks a
significant development in the electronic
duo's musical talent. This album is proof
that the artists' talent is continuing to
grow and change. The new album is
the perfect thing to have playing while
sitting on the beach, staring at the clouds
overhead.
This trance electronic band has

established their own style of music,
mixing indie influeftces and electronic
beats. Their single "Vanished" is a good
example of their trance-indie style.
The band felt compelled to selftitle their new album again, perhaps
indicating a reimagination of their
previous work.
It is easy to see the hard work and
dedication that went into the creation
of their most recent album. The track
"Vietnam," is a prime example of the
care that went into the artistic process
and production. The band is serious
about music and they are not messing
around with their new album.
Crystal Castles' passion
and
dedication to music can be seen in their
live performances. The lead singer,
Alice Glass, is guilty of numerous acts
that display this heated dedication. She
performed one live show with a broken
ankle, hobbling across the stage and
dragging her crutches behind her. Glass
was determined to put on a good show
for her fans.
For Crystal Castles, mediocre

is unacceptable. There is no giving
up; there is only growth, change and
perseverance. The fans, however, are
not always who Glass aims to please.
Crystal Castles does put on a great
show, but be careful that you don't reach
out to touch the lead singer while she's
on stage. She is liable to fly into the
audience and punch you in the face, as
happened at one show in England.
This act of violence is a testament
to her passionate nature and her
willingness to go as far as she pleases.
That kind of characteristic may not make
for the sweetest person, but it definitely
is a sign of a good old-fashioned rock
star. This passion is not only evident
on stage but also in the song "Violent
Dreams," which will slowly lull you into
a dreamland of intensity and keep you
floating in your own head.
You can witness their emotion
and energy at the House of Blues next
week. Just make sure to be careful if
you happen to make it to the front row
during the show - you might head home
with a black and blue souvenir.

Photo Courtesy ofThomas Fricilone

Crystal Castles members Alice Glass and Ethan Kath play with energy and attitude.

Punk rock obituary: a tribute to the influences of great punk
By Kelly Nassour
If you don't like punk rock, it's
probably because you associate the
genre with bands like Green Day, Sum
41 and others that disgrace the punk
rock name.
Punk became famous in the '70s
through the underground music scene
of Great Britain. It wasn't just a music
genre, it was a style and a statement
against the oppression of creativity. It
was the natural response to a proper
society stuck in the never-ending
cycle of a monotonous and uptight
established order. It is imperative to
understand the history of punk rock
before you can appreciate the impact
that it had on the world.
The Stooges, The Sex Pistols,
The Clash, The Ramones, The Misfits,
The Dead Kennedys, The Circle Jerks,
GBH, Black Flag - all are examples of
the best punk bands to come out of this
genre, and they are nothing like the
poser, sell-out "punk" bands that many
have come to know and hate.
The Stooges, with Iggy Pop as
lead singer, was one of the first punk
bands ever formed. It started in 1968,
but their first influential punk album,
"Raw Power," didn't come out until
1973 when the guitarist and bassist

were replaced.
Another revered and influential
punk band, The Sex Pistols, was
first established in Great Britain in
1975. The band is responsible for
making punk music public with
their single, "Anarchy in the UK."
Almost simultaneously, the Ramones
established themselves in New York
City, bringing the punk style to
America.
In 1976, The Clash mixed the
punk style with some rock 'n' roll, and
thus punk rock was born. Then, The
Misfits became famous and coined the
punk rock genre. However, it's not a
good idea to judge punk rock based on
The Misfits. The early stuff is good,
but when founder Glenn Danzig left in
1983, the music suffered.
The Dead Kennedys,quite possibly
one of the best punk rock bands of all
time, formed in San Francisco in 1978.
The band made punk rock political
with their first album, "Fresh Fruit
for Rotting Vegetables." They are still
touring and are playing the Harmony
Festival in June 2011.
Many punk bands from the '70s
and '80s still make music and tour
today. Unfortunately, the genre is
slowly dying out. As time goes on,
punk rock loses more of its spirit. Most
new punk bands just make loud noises

and call it music.
Maybe this lack of passion
and talent is an indication that our
society isn't as oppressed as the punk
forefathers' was,or maybe it means that
punk rock is no longer a strong enough
statement against the established order.
Either way, the music is deteriorating.
What does the future hold for punk
rock?
A friend took me to a show
headlining some new punk bands at
a club in Hollywood. There were a
few bands playing some experimental
music, and Don Bolles, the drummer
from The Germs, was going to be
there.
A man in a white T-shirt that read
"Hawaii" walked up on to the stage
and picked up a large piece of glass
with a serrated edge that was plugged
into some sort of distortion pedal,
which was hooked up to an amplifier.
He took the piece of glass and slipped
it into his mouth, with the edge neatly
tucked under his upper lip.
Without warning, he began to
push it into his gums, backwards and
forwards, and horrible noises came out
of the amplifier; horrible noises in all
different pitches, all incredibly loud. I
don't know what was more disturbing,
the piercing, shrieking noises or the
blood gushing in streams out of his

mouth, down the glass and onto the
stage.
This performance signified the
demise of a great era of music. Punk
rock has become nothing but a cliche.
It's all about shocking people, finding
the next crazy thing they can do to show
people how against "The Man" they
can get. No one is upset about anything
important anymore, and anyone who
really is oppressed doesn't care about
doing crazy things for attention. People
with real problems are more focused
on how messed up reality truly is. They
don't need to exaggerate anything to
get a rise out of other people.
It seems there is no future for
punk rock. It is a dying breed. Of
course, Bolles didn't care about that
disgraceful cry for attention; he was
completely focused on picking up
young girls. He's about 50 years old,
his teeth have rotted out of his head,
he looks and smells like he hasn't
showered in years, and he has sex
with relatively attractive 18-year-old
groupies. Even though he is still living
the life of a punk rock star, the music as
a whole is getting progressively worse.
The music today doesn't change
anything ,and it doesn't do anything.
Most punks now are just rebels without
a cause.
As it is, punk music is set to die as

it began: underground. Oddly enough,
it's probably a good thing that punk
goes out this way; it was never meant
to be popular. Punk music was created
to make a statement that forces people
to recognize the normal yet terrible
things we do every day but never talk
about. It was created to compel people
to face the harsh realities of life. It was
meant to be an alternative style and a
safe haven by and for the people who
felt like they didn't have a place in
society.
Today, punk rock music continues
to provide that alternative style for
people who choose to reject the world
order. You can probably still find a
few punks in their friend's basement,
rocking out to the old jams and going
against the establishment.
A great deal of our music today is
rooted in punk rock and even though
the genre itself is dying, elements of
it will continue to shape new genres.
Just remember, the next time you go to
a concert and participate in a mosh pit
or wear black eyeliner, you can thank
punk rock. This article is a tribute to

all the bands that made the music that
inspired people everywhere to throw
up both middle fingers and say, "f***
the system." This is the punk rock
obituary. Beloved punks, may you rest
in anarchy.

Ending well is
hard to do

By Kaitlin Perry
Being a cat-loving and art-admiring
girl, I'm highly intrigued by my love for
a violent drama about a gun-dealing
biker gang in Northern California. I am
also intrigued by the fact that my father
introduced my sister, mom and me to
the series on Christmas Eve as we all
sat by a cozy fire in a Big Bear cabin.
The show is called "Sons of Anarchy"
and I dedicate this column to my
parents for not only introducing me to
the series (Dad), but also for instilling in
me a great appreciation for soap opera
storylines (Mom).
"Sons of Anarchy" is violent,
gory, intense, crude and oddly similar
to the soap opera that I used to watch
as a child (and continue to watch as an
adult), "General Hospital." "GH," as I
fondly call it, centers on a mob boss,
his sexual relations and the comings
and goings of hospital patients, all of
whom are main characters who get shot
on a regular basis. Like "GH," "Sons
of Anarchy" focuses on a gang, their
sexual relations and their ins and outs of
the local hospital at which their bullet
wounds are treated.
What they have most in common,
however, is their less-than-intelligent,
sometimes laughable dialogue that v
always leaves more to be desired. I have
a hard time believing the anger of the
characters when they call their mortal
enemies "scumbags," but such word
choice must be taken with a grain of salt,
as soap operas and "Sons of Anarchy"
are what I like to call a poor man's
"Sopranos." They serve as entertainment
for folks like myself who can't afford
to pay for HBO and Showtime. To be
honest, I can't even afford cable, so I
watch "Sons of Anarchy" on Hulu.
Nevertheless, the show is so

exciting that my family and I finished
the first two seasons in three days. We
even drove to Blockbuster in the snow
and spent $20 on the second season
because we just couldn't get enough.
Not only do we get to watch hot guys
on motorcycles stand up for the women
in their lives, but we also get to enjoy
some good humor every once in a while.
One of my favorite scenes involves a
porn star, a nurse biker-wife wannabe,
Jax (the main character), a catfight and
a bathroom hookup. The Vista is not an
appropriate venue to provide any further
details, so I highly encourage you to
check it out for yourself. It's hilarious.
However, I am a woman of
substance and watch this show for more
than its tawdry dialogue and Jax's hot
bod. The show keeps me interested
because it has the best endings. Though
certain storylines have been dragged
out much longer than necessaiy, when
everything reaches the point of no
return and the conflict is resolved, it
is resolved in the absolute best, most
satisfying way possible. The timing of
the dialogue and the action is always
perfect, the emotions are always high
and more present than ever and the
character getting what has been coming
to them all along plays the role of
"dead man walking" very pleasingly.
Everyone, viewers and characters alike,
gets to act out their revenge just the
way they wanted to. This sounds kind
of creepy and sadistic, but, as a writer
(almost), a good ending is what I live
for, and "Sons of Anarchy" keeps me
kicking.
Now that season three has ended
(with an ending I've been craving since
I started season one on Christmas Eve),
I'm not really sure how to satisfy my
need for guilty pleasure television. I
don't have cable, as mentioned before,
so I can't really get my soap opera
fix. I'm also two years behind on the
"GH" storylines and I'm extremely
intimidated by the idea of watching over
500 episodes as a means of catching up.
I suppose I'll have to find a real biker
gang to follow, maybe the Hell's Angels
or something of the sort. I'm sure
they're welcoming, and I'm positive
they're more exciting than the bikers on
TV. They probably don't say "scumbag"
either.
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No. 28 baseball swept on opening weekend
Toreros lose three to Vanderbilt but salvage win vs. Winthrop
By John Sandberg
The No. 28 USD baseball team
began the 2011 season fighting
inclement weather with four games at
Cunningham Stadium. The Toreros (1-3)
came away with a win against Winthrop
(1-2), but were unable to top Vanderbilt
(4-0), losing to the Commodores in all
three games this past weekend.
The Opening Day matchup on
Friday pitted USD junior right-hander
Chris Jensen against Vanderbilt's Sonny
Gray. With the bases loaded in the
top of the first inning and no outs, the
Commodores went on to score three
runs on four hits Jumping out to an early
lead.
USD responded with some offense
of their own, scoring three runs on four
hits in the bottom half of the first inning.
Back-to-back singles by two- and threehole hitters Dillon Checkal and Kris
Bryant set things up for Tony Strazzara,
who knocked in Checkal with a single
to left. Catcher Zach Kometani followed
with a double down the right-field line,
bringing home two runs and evening the
score at 3-3.
In the top of the third inning,
Vanderbilt's Anthony Gomez scored
on an RBI single from Connor Harrell,
making the score 4-3. Shortly after
Vanderbilt took this lead, the rain
made an uninvited appearance. With
Vanderbilt leading by one in the top of
the sixth inning, a downpour drenched
the field and forced the umpires to call
the game.
In the end, this rain-shortened
contest went in favor of Vanderbilt, as
they beat USD 4-3. Gray was credited
with the win for Vanderbilt, allowing
three runs on four hits in 4.2 innings.
Jensen received the loss, throwing 3.0
innings and allowing four runs on six
hits.
The Toreros were back in action
on Saturday afternoon, taking on the
Winthrop University Eagles. Starting
on the mound for Winthrop was Robert
Lake, while freshman Dylan Covey
made his collegiate debut on the hill
for USD. After a scoreless first inning,
Winthrop put three runs on the board
in the second, thanks to an RBI double
from Sean Sullivan and Cam Walters'
two-run single.
Bryant came to the plate in the

Photo by Anthony O'Connell

Torero first baseman Bryan Haar attempts to pickoff a runner against the Vanderbilt University Commadores.

bottom of the third inning, hitting a
blast over the left-field fence, his first
collegiate home run, making the score
3- L Winthrop added one more run in the
fourth inning, making the score 4-1, but
USD answered back in the fifth.
After leadoff man Kevin Muno
doubled to start the inning, Bryant
again came up big with a double of his
own, scoring Muno and making it a 4-2
ballgame. In the seventh inning, Muno
doubled one more time and scored on
a wild pitch. Sullivan had another RBI
for Winthrop in the top of the eighth,
making the score 5-3 heading into what

would be an exciting bottom half of the
inning.
A leadoff double by junior Austin
Green followed by a Strazzara walk
set things up for Kometani, who came
through with an RBI double, making the
score 5-4. The offensive outburst was
just beginning, as junior first baseman
and Grossmont High School alum Bryan
Haar blasted a double to the wall in left
field, driving in two runs and giving the
Toreros their first lead of the season.
Haar later scored on a sacrifice
bunt from Muno, giving USD a 7-5 lead.
This is all they would need, as junior

right-hander Paul Sewald came in to
shut down Winthrop in the ninth inning
and record the save.
James Pazos, a sophomore left
hander out of Gilbert, Ariz., was the
winning pitcher, not allowing any runs
or hits in 0.1 innings. Covey threw seven
strong innings, giving up four runs on
seven hits and striking out seven Eagles
batters.
The weekend's action concluded

with a Sunday afternoon double header
against Vanderbilt. In game one, USD's
Calvin Drummond took the mound
against Vanderbilt's Taylor Hill. After a

scoreless first three innings, Vanderbilt's
Mike Yastrzemski scored on a wild
pitch in the fourth. Kometani led off the
fifth inning with a single, and then stole
second. Two batters later, sophomore
outfielder Kalei Hanawahine scored
Kometani on a triple to right field.
Vanderbilt took advantage of a
USD throwing error in the seventh
inning, knocking in three hits and posting
two runs (one earned) in the inning,
making the score 3-1. USD scattered a
few more hits in the final three innings,
but never mounted a serious comeback,
going on to lose the game by a final of
3-1. Nick Youpel received the loss for
the Toreros, allowing two runs (one
earned) in 0.0 innings. Drummond
allowed only one run on four hits in
6.0 innings. Hill recorded the win for
Vanderbilt, allowing one run on five hits
in 7.1 innings, striking out eight batters.
Muno, Haar and Checkal also had hits
in the game.
In the final game, freshman left
hander Paul Paez started for USD, facing
off against Vanderbilt's Garvin Grayson.
USD had no answer for Grayson early,
as he threw six perfect innings before
Muno led off the seventh inning with a
single for the Toreros. Vanderbilt scored
one run on two hits in the first inning,
and then added more runs in the second,
fourth and seventh innings. After eight
innings of play, Vanderbilt was in the
lead, 7-0.
If there is one thing that USD fans
have learned about their team already,
it is that they don't go down easily. In
the bottom of the ninth, USD loaded
the bases with no outs thanks to three
singles in a row by Zach Sullivan, Julian
Duran and Muno, who bunted his way
on base. A Strazzara RBI single gave
USD its first run of the game, and a
fielding error a couple of batters later by
the Commodores scored Duran and kept
the bases loaded.
Junior Corey LeVier knocked in
one more run on an RBI single, but that
would be all for the Toreros. The final
score was 7-3. Grayson was the winning
pitcher, allowing three runs (two earned)
on five hits in 8.1 innings. Paez received
the loss, going 2.0 innings and allowing
three runs (two earned) on five hits.

USD returns to the diamond
tomorrow, taking on rival San Diego
State at Tony Gwynn Stadium. First
pitch is set for 6 p.m.

Massive upset gives
Torero nation hope
systematic scheme. Because of his
system, some of his best players have
had to hold back their talents in order to
play within it. But on this unforgettable
night, playing Grier's way was the key
to victory.
Paralleling
the
players'
accordance with Grier's system,
the fans' belief in Grier equated to
a noticeable home-court advantage.
I don't know if it was because of the
national broadcast on ESPN2, the free
By Tyler Wilson
T-shirts or even the free food that got
the student body ready to cheer for
No one gave the USD men's their university, but their spirit really
basketball team a chance to win when
boosted the atmosphere of the game
they played the No. 23 Saint Mary's and the morale of an embattled Toreros
Gaels. I didn't even give them a chance squad.
to win. Realistically, the Toreros had no
For Grier to get his team to play
chance. But the recent improvements this well, this late in the season, after so
the Toreros have shown on the court
many brutal losses tells me a lot about
should have proved to all Torero fans
his coaching ability. Many people have
that they could at least be competitive
openly said that he does not relate well
in this game. To come out victorious in to his players and is better off as an
a game against a nationally ranked team assistant. One game may have proven
was unthinkable. Well, the Toreros did
all of his critics wrong.
the unthinkable.
But then again, this is only one
Despite a season marred by defeat, game. In order to prove himself,
the Toreros have become a much more Grier needs to end this season strong
competitive team as of late. In the past
and begin next season with a bang.
three weeks, USD squandered a big This victory showed us all that the
lead against Santa Clara, came up three Toreros have the ability to compete
points short against LMU and lost a
and win in one of the nation's top
heartbreaker against Pepperdine. With
mid-major conferences. And, who
these recent games, the Toreros have
knows, maybe this victory will catapult
given their fans a reason to believe that
USD to a remarkable run in the WCC
they would not be embarrassed against
Tournament.
a team that was almost 300 teams
To do the unthinkable one time
above them in the national RPI. But
may be considered luck. But to do it
USD fans only expected their Toreros
again, on an even bigger stage, such as
to avoid embarrassment.
the WCC Tournament, would prove to
Avoidance of embarrassment was
Torero fans that Grier is here to stay.
not even the least of what Torero fans
This victory was arguably the
would experience on this special night greatest that USD basketball has had
in the Jenny Craig Pavilion. When
since their upset of UConn in the
senior guard Devin Ginty hit the game's
NCAA Tournament three years ago.
first shot, a three-pointer nonetheless, USD has not had a winning record
I knew something was going to be since that 2007-2008 season and has
different. Ginty, the spark behind the been tumbling ever since that magical
Toreros' recent improvement, has been
postseason run. This postseason run,
the only real bright spot for the Toreros more specifically, the victory over
this season. But on this day, the Toreros Gonzaga in the WCC championship,
shined as a team. They all bought
was also the last time the Torero student
into coach Grier's philosophy of
body had rushed the court. Hopefully
fundamental basketball and it showed.
the student body's rushing of the court
Grier has been
known
to after the victory over the nationally
irritate players in the past because
ranked Gaels is a foreshadowing of
of his insistence on a certain type of
things to come for Torero basketball.

Photo by Anthony O'Connell

Sophomore Dillon Checkal tries to avoid being thrown out on the base path during this past weekend's series againstVanderbilt.
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Junior guard Dominique Conners dribbles up court in the 66-57 victory over the Santa Clara University Broncos on Feb. 12.

Toreros dealt tough loss against Saint Mary's
By David Downs
The USD women's basketball
team fell valiantly to the Saint Mary's
Gaels in Moraga, Calif. Despite
last Saturday's loss, the Toreros
(14-12, 4-8 WCC) performed well
offensively, with three players scoring
in double digits. However, the Gaels
(17-10, 9-3 WCC) were lifted by a
31-point performance from Jasmine
Smith, which included a solid 13-14
outing from the free-throw line. A
clear advantage in free throws proved
to be the deciding factor in this game.
The Gaels went 29-37 from
the line, while the Toreros were
able to manage only six free-throw
opportunities, making five of them.

The Toreros were led offensively
by an 18 point and 11 rebound
performance by senior forward Emily
Hatch. Senior guard Samantha Child
contributed 18 points of her own, and
senior center Nya Mason helped the
Toreros' cause with 12 points and four
rebounds.
These contributions were not
enough to claim victory, however, as
the Gaels were paced by an outstanding
offensive performance by Smith. Saint
Mary's got a 16 point and 10 rebound
outing from Louella Tomlinson, who
also managed to block four shots on
the defensive end. Danielle Mauldin
also contributed 11 points with eight
rebounds for the Gaels.
After the game, Child praised
the Gaels' performance. "There is no

doubt Saint Mary's played a great
game and Smith played out of her
mind," Child said. "They are a great
team and are sitting in second place
for a reason. We could have done a
better job containing her scoring, and
that would have helped us alot."
The Toreros opened up the game
with a 13-2 run that stretched over the
first five minutes of the contest. But
the dynamic Smith converted a pair
of free throws at the 10:42 mark in
the first half to stop the Toreros from
opening their lead any more. These
free throws started a 10-0 Saint Mary's
run that lasted for three minutes and
led to a 23-23 tie as USD lost the lead
for the first time in the game.
Mason then converted a pair
of free throws to break the Toreros'

three-minute scoring drought, giving
them a slim 25-23 lead. The Gaels'
Smith responded with one of her
two huge three-pointers on the day,
giving Saint Mary's a narrow 2625 advantage. A seesaw battle then
ensued as both teams fought for the
lead until the Gaels ended the first
half by converting the final six points,
giving them a 42-36 advantage.
The re-energized Toreros recaptured
the lead in the second half, scoring five
points in the first four minutes, thus
taking a slim 43-42 lead. Undeterred,
Saint Mary's responded with a 6-0
scoring run of their own that resulted
in a 48-43 Gaels' lead five minutes
into the second half. Saint Mary's
would never relinquish the lead.
The Toreros struggled offense

ly during the second half as they shot
a mere 33 percent (15-45), finishing
with a disappointing 38 percent (3079) for the game, including a dismal
19 percent (4-21) mark from beyond
the arc. Meanwhile, Saint Mary's
converted just over half of their shots
(22-43) and were 4-11 from threepoint territory.
"We need to continue to play
hard and get better every single day,"
Child said. "We also need to play
together for 40 minutes. We have a
great team and we love playing with
each other, but sometimes we just get
away from doing the things we do
amazingly."
The Toreros will travel to Oregon
for a clash with WCC rival Portland
(15-12,6-6 WCC) today at 7 p.m.

Softball conquers Howard but loses to UC Irvine
By Samantha Child
The Torero softball team started
the season on a positive note, despite
the bad weather that kept fans and
players in anticipation of the first pitch
of 2011. The recent weather issues
plaguing Southern California put a
damper on the home openers scheduled
for this weekend, but the Toreros were
still able to come away victorious in
their first game, despite the wait.
The Toreros were supposed
to open up the season with a game
against Howard University on Friday,
but, due to rain, it was postponed until
Sunday. What was supposed to be a
busy weekend for the Toreros turned
out to be nothing but a waiting game.
The Toreros had games scheduled
against Cal Berkeley and Fresno State
on Saturday, and UC Santa Barbara
and UC Davis on Sunday. Three out
of these four games were canceled due
to inclement weather, thus causing
anxiety within the team.
The first pitch was finally thrown
on Sunday at 9 a.m. against Howard to
begin the season. The Toreros claimed
the victory in this much-anticipated
season opener with a 5-3 win.
Senior center-fielder Kristen
Gensler had a two-run triple to tie the
game 3-3 in the fourth inning getting
the Toreros on the path toward victory.
"It was a bummer that our first
two days of opening weekend got
rained out," Gensler said. "But getting
a win in the first game of season always
feels great."
The Toreros fell in their second
game of the afternoon 2-1 to UC Davis.
They fought hard, but couldn't pull
through to get the win in the last couple
of innings.

Photo by Dominique Conners

LEFT: Senior Celeste Soto takes a swing during pre-game warmups against Howard last weekend. RIGHT: Soto looking for a good pitch during the game against Howard,
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Women's
tennis
takes down
UC Irvine
By Morgan Woodrow
The USD women's tennis team
battled through the rainy weather
against the UC Irvine Anteaters,
prevailing with a victory. Their practice
throughout this inclement weather
proved to be the deciding factor in the
overall outcome of the match.
"We practiced hard during the
week, working around the rain,"
sophomore Stephanie Hoffpauir said.
Practice paid off for the No. 66 singles
player in the country, as she won both
the doubles and singles matches she
participated in.
As the No. 38 team in the country,
the Toreros swept the visiting Anteaters
7-0, extending their winning streak to
four matches. Even though the Toreros
started off slow in doubles, they finished
strong. "It was very windy and cold,"
Hoffpauir said. "So it was a little more
difficult to adjust to. But despite the
weather, we were able to finish strong
and get the win."
The weather didn't stop the three
USD doubles pairs either. Juliette
Coupez and Stephanie Hoffpauir;
Josymar Escalona and Laura Claus;
and Anna Depenau and Maja Sujica all
swept through their respected matches.
In the singles' matches, Hoffpauir
improved her record to 5-1 on the year
by beating Courtney Byron 6-3, 6-1.
Following Hoffpauir, Coupez won
her first singles match over Franziska
Goettsching 6-4,6-3.
Laura Claus earned her eighth win
of the season by beating Smith 6-2,6-3.
The next two Toreros in line to play
paralleled the team's success on the day.
Anna Depenau tallied her teambest ninth win in straight sets, 6-2, 6-2.
Finishing off the singles' matches was
Marite Raygada, who is undefeated
on the year with a 7-0 record, as she
defeated Holladay 6-4,6-2.
With this win against the
Anteaters, the Toreros move to 5-2 on
the year. They look to keep their winning
streak intact against the University of
Southern California Trojans tomorrow
at 1:30 p.m. in San Diego.

Urszula Milewicz/Thevista

Senior utility Tony Strazarra hits a foul ball in Saturday's loss against No. 4Vanderbilt at Cunningham Stadium.

Torero diary: learning from defeat
By Tony Strazarra

While the majority of students at
USD are at home enjoying their winter
breaks or are off in some foreign
country experiencing life abroad, the
spring semester is already starting for
a Torero baseball player.
We understand that the life of
a college baseball player (and of a
college athlete in general) is not a
normal one. It's not normal to take a
midterm at 8 a.m. after having an away
game the night before at Cal State
Fullerton, arriving back to campus at
1 a.m.. It's not normal to have class
until 12:15 p.m. on a Friday, only to
find yourself up to bat a mere three
hours later against No. 4 Vanderbilt's
ace pitcher, who, by the way, is slated
as the number one overall pick in this

year's Major League Baseball draft.
We don't lead a normal college life,
but there's not a guy on this team
who'd have it any other way.
While this 2011 Torero squad
is in no way short of talent, it's no
secret that many members of the team
lack collegiate baseball experience.
Furthermore, with more newcomers
than returning players, this team has a
dynamic different from any in recent
memory. As a result, we have struggled
with team unity and camaraderie.
Early on in the y^ar, the team was
divided between "new guys" and "old
guys." Team hangouts were few and
far between. However, to the credit
of our coaches, the team psychologist
and team leaders, we have certainly
become closer. Our team chemistry
has never been higher, and it will
only grow stronger as we continue

to play more games. We have truly
become a cohesive group dedicated to
accomplishing one goal, which is to
achieve what no baseball team at USD
has ever done. We are dedicated to
earning a trip to Omaha to play for the
national championship in the College
World Series. And, in my opinion,
more than any team in the past, this
2011 squad has the potential to reach
that goal.
This past weekend, we struggled
to a 1-3 record, recording three home
losses to powerhouse Vanderbilt and
one win against Winthrop. It's hard to
fault our preparation as a team, because
we're one of the hardest working teams
in the country. Many-parents and fans
will tell us that the way we battled in
three close losses to the No. 4 team in
the country is certainly a moral victory
for the squad.

However, to a USD baseball
player, there are no moral victories.
We simply will not accept losing. We
take the field expecting to beat every
team that we play. We will become
better as a team after playing a quality
opponent, which is why we play a very
tough non-conference schedule.
But, after a frustrating opening
weekend, the team will make
no excuses losing to a national
powerhouse, and will instead use
these losses as motivation to improve.
We will be even more motivated to
work hard in the weight room, to take
swings in the batting cages and to
prepare well in team practice. And, as

•we move forward, the focus will shift

to winning tomorrow night's game
at San Diego State and maintaining
confidence in our ability to beat any
and every opponent we face.

N B A All-Star
experience

By Chris I launeke
Somewhere between Blake Griffin
dunking over a Kia and Kobe Bryant
hoisting his fourth All-Star Game MVP,
I realized how many misconceptions I
had had about All-Star Weekend.
To start, jeans, a T-shirt and a
Kevin Durant jersey counts as "severely
undepressed," at least at the Staples
Center. No one warned me that I needed
to bring my club attire to fit in. But it
was Los Angeles, where seeing is less
important than being seen.
This
was
clear
from
the
underwhelming applause from the
overdressed crowd for hometown heroes
Blake Griffin and Kobe Bryant.
But to me and my friends that
joined me, it was just being there that
had us excited, and we didn't care
how it made us look. It's weird to get
by on a Jack in the Box, Denny's and
McDonald's diet for a weekend. It's
weird for three dudes to share the
pullout couch. It's weird to stand around
awkwardly behind the TNT set and
hope to get on TV, or, at the very least,
a piece of Charles Barkley's birthday
cake (which we did get). It's weird to
google your favorite writer's address
and seriously contemplate driving there,
hoping to spot him (we didn't, don't call
the police). But none of it mattered. We
were at the All-Star Game.
And the setting itself certainly fit
the billing. There is something about
LA. Though the fanciness of the crowd
underwhelmed in basketball terms, the
luxuriousness had everyone, players and
fans, on their A-game. The bright lights
and big stage may all be a cliche, but
they certainly electrified the atmosphere.
And yet, amidst all of this, it was
the game itself that shined brightest.
Bryant clearly set out with the sole

mission of winning his fourth All-Star
Game MVP trophy and tying the alltime record. But when this became
abundantly clear to everyone in the
arena, as he stole a rebound out of the
hands of his teammate, Tim Duncan,
just to ensure he could get closer to a
double-double, he found a nemesis in
Eastern Conference rival Lebron James.
The game took on new meaning
from that point forward. James began
to demonstrate why he is far and away
the most gifted basketball player in
the league today. He did everything in
his power to not only stop Bryant from
breaking the record for most points in a
single All-Star Game (42), but to also
will his team to victory so that the MVP
would more than likely go to someone
on the Eastern Conference squad.
The final score creates the illusion
that there was no defense, but that isn't
true. There was defense. But great
offense trumps good defense, and there
was plenty of great offense. There was
James relentlessly attacking the rim, and
refusing to give Bryant the satisfaction
he was so desperately trying for.
James ultimately failed, and Bryant
won his coveted fourth MVP trophy in
the West's win. But in his effort, James
also set the tone for what the All-Star
Game is all about.
There's glitz and glamour as
far as the eye can see during All-Star
Weekend. Players eat, drink and party,
mostly relishing in the opportunity to
take a.week off from their jobs.
Yet, it culminates in competition.
The weekend's events meant
something different to each and every
person in the arena. For Griffin, it
meant smashing the already sky-high
expectations everyone had for his dunks.
For Bryant, it meant winning an MVP.
For James, it meant stopping a nemesis.
For second-time All-Star Kevin Durant,
it meant proving he could hang with the
big boys, which he proved by scoring
the five biggest points of the game after
James brought it within two in the final
minutes.
And through it all, for me, it meant
watching the best player in the world
send a message that his time is coming
to usurp the aging, hometown legend
and four-time All-Star Game MVP. I
didn't need a collared shirt to learn that.

Photo by Ryan Brennan

Senior Dean Jackson uses his forehand to stifle opposing players last season attheWCC Championships at BarnesTennis Center.

Player profile: Dean Jackson
By Dane Cummaro

USD tennis star Dean Jackson is
a long way from home. The tennis star
hails from Soest, Germany, a town that
is three hours from Amsterdam and
five hours from Paris. Nonetheless,
Jackson has grown to love San Diego,
as he is thriving as USD's most
valuable player,
"The San Diego lifestyle is
obviously
much
different
from
Germany," Jackson said. "But I
perceived the change not as difficult,
but more as a great new experience.
After four years in California,
I
consider
myself
completely
Americanized."
Jackson is "Americanized," not
only to the San Diego lifestyle, but
also to life on the collegiate tennis
world. Jackson has looked like a
professional this season, compiling

18 singles victories in a little over a
month of play.
But, he insists it's the team's
success that he's most excited about.
This season, the Toreros have been
firing on all cylinders. USD currently
holds an 8-2 record, adding two
unofficial wins over San Diego State
and UC Irvine. Their only two losses
have come against the No. 2 and No. 3
teams in the nation.
"The most satisfying part so far
is that the team is coming together,"
Jackson said. "We all believe that we
are a top 20 program. This attitude
helps us crush our opponents that are
ranked around 40-50 in the country by
scores of 7-1 or 6-0."
Jackson's personal peak came as
a sophomore, when in 2009 he made it
to the NCAA Sweet 16. He got there
by beating the seventh-ranked player
in the country, LSU's Michael Venus,
in straight sets.
This career highlight showed

the skill and strength of a player who
briefly took his own stab at playing
professionally. After high school,
Jackson spent one year playing on
the professional tennis tour. It was an
eye-opening experience for a kid fresh
out of high school, but not one that he
wanted to repeat.
"Life on the professional tennis
tour is one big grind," Jackson said.
"I hated being in hotels for something
like three months straight."
So the ATP won't get to marvel
at Jackson anytime soon, but USD
tennis has been, and continues to be,
overjoyed with the stellar play of
Jackson.
Jackson has had quite the journey,
starting in Germany, then moving on
to the professional tennis tour and then
to becoming a USD tennis star. This
journey has helped prepare him for
collegiate tennis and has molded him
into one of the best college players in
the country.
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"Champions keep playing until they get it right."
- BILLIE JEAN KING

Dissappointments
of the NBA
All-Star Game
By Ryan Harbour
The NBA All-Star Weekend is
full of bright and exciting moments to
talk about for years to come. But there
are still some not-so-great moments
that need to be presented.
1. Demar Derozan eliminated from
the dunk contest.
The guy gets a perfect score in
a first-round
dunk, so we can only
imagine what he would have done in
the final round. The problem is we'll
never know, because apparently an
off-the-side-of-the-basket, betweenthe-legs dunk isn't good enough.
Instead, we first watch Javele
McGee's mom use some questionable
tactics to try to help her son, and then
we watch Blake Griffin easily jump
over the hov 1 of a Kia to win, all while
having to listen to Kenny Smith, Marv
Albert and Charles Barkley speak.
2. Kobe trying way harder than
anyone else in the All-Star game.
By winning MVP he tied Bob
Pettit for the most NBA Ail-Star Game
MVP's with four each - something
Pettit surely isn't turning in his grave
about. So, Kobe, you're 32, we know
you can make any shot imaginable and
winning this game still won't put the
Lakers ahead of the Mavericks or the
Spurs.
I'm worried that you're heading
down a path that no one wants you to
go down. No one wants to see you in
a few years hyperventilating because
you're trying to keep up with Kevin
Durant, Blake Griffin and John Wall,
just like sports fans hated seeing
Jordan in a Wizards jersey, Favre
injured and Cal Ripken, Jr. slowly
turning to dust at third base.
Concentrate on the games that
really matter this year and pass the
spotlight (and the ball) to some of the
rising stars. We'll all benefit.
3. Derrick Rose hardly trying in the
skills challenge.
Derrick, you're one of the top

contenders for the NBA MVP this

year, but you're going to lose to babyface Stephen Curry in a competition? I
mean, there's no reason to risk getting
hurt, but at least show NBA fans,
specifically Bulls fans, that you want
to win everything and anything you
do.
Chicago hasn't counted on
someone this much for a championship
since 2007 when Rex Grossman
dreadfully tried to defeat Peyton
Manning in the Super Bowl.
4. The anti-climactic three-point
contest.
Kevin Durant and Daniel Gibson
prove why they shouldn't have been
picked for the contest, and Ray Allen
and Paul Pierce prove that they're a
little too old for this kind of stuff. So
the contest comes to an abrupt finish
as James Jones of the Miami Heat
wins the competition. Who? Oh yeah,
the guy who day after day gets wide
open three-pointers as teams scramble
to slow down Lebron James, Dwyane
Wade and Chris Bosh. Keep riding
those coattails, Jones.
5. The "coaches" of the dunk contest.
Michael
Jordan,
Dominique
Wilkins, Vince Carter and Spudd
Webb didn't need anyone to tell them
how to fly.. .they just did it.

Honorable Mentions:
1. Justin Bieber winning the MVP
for the Celebrity All-Star Game.
Really? I know it was all fun
and games, but a 16-year-old who has
the ball forcefully taken from him by
Taniika Catchings doesn't deserve to
win. It doesn't matter if he dances like
Usher.
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HOT OR NOT
r\
- Dunking over a Kia

- Driving a Kia

- Lebron's ASG triple-double

- Kobe's ASG ball-hogging

- Bieber's MVP

-Kobe's MVP

- Melo and Amar'e

- Chauncey and Ronny

- SpringTraining

- Pujols negotiations

- Rihanna's halftime show

- Kanye's video
David Blaine

-Trevor Bayne
- J.R. Smith

-Timofey Mozgov

- Slam dunk contest

- "Prop dunk contest"

- Jim Calhoun

- NCAA sanctions

- UFC on campus

-UFC on ESPN

- Kevin Love

- Kevin Love's hickey

- Dale Earnhardt, Sr.

- Dale Earnhardt, Jr.

2. Justin Bieber on the roster for the
Celebrity All-Star Game.
1 would have chosen Snooki
fresh off a night in the Jersey Shore,
a powdered up Lindsay Lohan or
Mel Gibson as himself before I chose
Justin Bieber for a sports team. At
least- those, three would show some

fight throughout the game.
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Senior guard Devin Ginty (number three, center) basks in the gloryof a win as students rush the court, after theToreros' colossal upset of nationally-ranked Saint Mary's.

Torero basketball shocks No. 23 Saint Mary's
By Joseph Shoen
Despite
a
season
marred
by disappointment and
missed
opportunities, one game was able
to remind the student section at the
Jenny Craig Pavilion of one minor
detail - college basketball can be
really, really fun.
USD overcame an 11-point
second-half deficit to defeat the No.
23 Saint Mary's Gaels, 74-66, last
Wednesday night before a nationally
televised audience on ESPN2. Before
the final whistle had even blown, the
largest number of students to attend a
game all year raced their way onto the
court to celebrate with their team and

let out a winter's worth of frustration.
"This team's been through a lot of
adversity and they haven't quit," head
coach Bill Grier said. "It was great to
see them put it together."
Despite jumping out to an early
10-2 lead, the game appeared to be
slipping away from USD after Saint
Mary's Mickey McConnell buried
a three to put the Gaels up 35-24 to
open the second half.
However, the Toreros refused
to let their heads hang and a threepointer by reserve forward Dennis
Kramer put them back ahead less than
four minutes later.
The Gaels battled back, but the
Toreros refused to break as they had
so many times earlier in the year.

They were more physical than Saint
Mary's, running quicker to loose balls
and playing with a passion that had
not been seen from Torero basketball
since the 2008 WCC Tournament.
Junior guard Matt Dorr's threepointer with exactly 11 minutes
remaining gave the Toreros the lead
for good at 46-43. Dorr finished with
17 points, 15 in the second half, and
played one of the best games of his
career.
"Coach gave us a good game
plan," Dorr said. "We knew we could
play with them."
Dorr and his teammates might
have known that they could play
with the Gaels, but few other college
basketball fans gave the Toreros a

chance at victory. Saint Mary's is in
first place in the WCC, and on the
NCAA tournament bubble. USD is
hoping to avoid finishing in last place.
It was an upset in every sense of the
word.
Dorr was far from the only
Torero to shine last Wednesday night.
Forward Chris Manresa finished with
17 points and 10 rebounds, and point
guard Darian Norris chipped in 15
points of his own. Although he had
just three points, senior captain Devon
Ginty had nine assists in 39 minutes
on the court while being matched up
with McConnell for most of the night.
McConnell, the front-runner for
WCC player of the year, definitely
had his moments. He scored 21 points

p'

and had six assists, several of which
were to teammate Mitchell Young,
who had a game-high 24 points.
The rest of the high-powered Saint
Mary's offense simply could not find
a rhythm, especially former Torero
forward Rob Jones. In his return to the
JCP, the junior finished with just two
points on 1 -9 shooting and was visibly
frustrated by the Torero defense.
USD had last weekend off
and will finish their regular season
with home games against Portland,
on Thursday night at 8 p.m., and
Gonzaga on Saturday at 6 p.m. They
will be underdogs in both contests,
but they have to be feeling better
about their chances after their valiant
performance against Saint Mary's.

•*

*
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LEFT: Sophomore guard Cameron Miles drives the lane against a Saint Mary's defender last Wednesday. RIGHT: Freshman forwardTrevor Fuller attempts a dunk against Rob Jones, who transferred from USD two seasons ago.

